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PREFAC E» 



Tm judicious re&desr reads the preface of a book. He will 
cany to the perusal of the afiBer pa^es a mind much better pre- 
pared to anderstand and be profited by the labors of the author, 
if he has see& his plan uofolded, abd obtained an inkling of , 
the process of its acecaUoh, in ihe pr^atory address. 

The writer of the foUowing^ pages, who, as is the cufitom of 
authors, offers them with diffidenee to the public, was prevail- 
ed on to undertake the task by the earnest solicitations of nm- 
merous friends, and his own conviction that a woric of the 
kind was greatly needed. 

It has been my design to render this vohime a complete de- 
scription of Reading) by giving a full and perfect statistical 
view of ^e btM-ongH at tke ptment tlttie, aawl iMWdftcittg such 
passages from its early and later histoiy as would afford an 
idea of its growth firominfiuacy up, and also sm^h iftdated faets 
as were iiitevtstbig in themselves, or by oontrast with the 
present. 

That tbeesMlcliitkitaof thiidedigttW^notf^firomditilc^lty,' 
may be inferred fbm the fatei that it was uttdertaken many 
months ago, and has^eea prsscteuM wiH^ ubi^mittM dHi- 
genee to the^ preaeAi iftOiOBnt. The dificuktes attending a 
vcskrfthis deM^pUfitt^M^evdthoee of ordtJiiry autiior 
• 
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8hip. It is easy to write an essay, or a plausible argument, on 
almost any subject, but difficult to ascertain facts. It is plea- 
sant to sit at one^s ease and write out a tale of fictitious love or 
woe ; not so, to scour the streets, noting the material, and- * 
measuring the height of houses, and inquiring into the busi- 
ness of their inmates. It was the gathering of the maierial for 
the book that gave me the most trouble, and it is in the fideli- 
ty witt which this task has been performed, that i^ principal 
merit ccmsists. As to the act of composUion^^that was oom- ^ 
pavmtiy^ly a trifling matter : though the exdroise of considera^ 
ble judgment was required in the arr€m^t9Mfd\ uid much dis. 
cfietion, in ^ Vemorib whieh I hsre fiMud occmicmto makaon 
various subjects, as they eame up in the course of the work :— 
these I have always pflfered with a grave sense of the responsi- 
bility resting upon me as an author. 

I must return my acknowledgments to several gentlemen 
who have furnished me with valuable information, witboat 
\^hose kind assistance the book must have been eomperatively 
imperfect. I have also derived no little statistii^l information 
from a s^es of artielea printed about two yeaxs ago in thi 
B#rics aifid ScHmylkUl Journal, uwter the Htla of •^JiefiuUjig as 
it is.*' I have on one or two occanons made, short extraota 
from those, and also from articles puMsked in other papers of. 
the boKOugfa-^Tolways, however, givhsg credit to the writers^ 
who, no doubt, will properly appreciate the favor conferrodf in 
elevating them fronn aewjH»9^i o^seiurily, ^d i>edoeminf thfir 
^Qdttctipns irosa t^ toijri) of oWi?io» wHi§fe te4 alf^ady cIch 
ijod o^ner th^in, t9 p^romUil )^ «»fto fotJiowing^s^gps* 

That tiiofe afe, pttioipo, hoi^ to bo fooiid, more eatertete^ 
ifig to the gonentl i^eador Ibui ^ one »ow offMod to his f«ni 
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a, I am not vain enough to deny. Indeed, I am fully sensi- 
le that there are some passages in this work, such, for instance, 
.8 the lists of houses, the enumeration of trades, vocations, &c.^ 
ivhich to many may seem a little dry ; still, they are desired 
not to close the book, or make omissions, but go on. In^ruc- 
tion is not to be slighted merely because incapable of aflfording 
entertainment. When, in my youthful days, my venerated 
grandfather, in his daily reading out of the old family Bible, 
happened sometimes to hit upon one of those long chapters of 
names of families, tribes, and kindreds, in the book of Numbers, 
it didn't do for me to discover impatience, or refuse to listen. 
Nor was it any more safe to demur, when every neyr school- 
master required us, as a first morning's exercise, to read how 
Abraham begat Isaac, and Isaac begat Jacob, and so on till all * 
were begotten. 

If rigid in my requirements of the Reader, I am by no 
means indifferent to his comfort. I have accordingly inter- 
spersed my pages with many pleasant passages, for his special 
delight and encouragement— thus attaining unto the perfection 
^ authorship, in the union of the utile dalci. 
Reading, January, 1841. * 



y Google 



y Google 



TABLE OF CONTENTS. 

Chapter I, Location and first settlement of Reading — 
Wards— -Extent of the Town. - - - 9 

Chapter 11. The Census of Reading, taken at different 
times since its first settlement, together with a List of 
Houses, numher of Taxable Citizens, &c., with re- 
marks, - - - - - - 13 

Chapter III, List of Churches, she wing theif location, di- 
mensions, dates of their erection. Pastors. &;c. - 19 

Chapter IV, Courts—Judges — Attorneys — County Offi- 
cers — Jitstices of the Peace — Surveyors — List of 
SheriffiB«— Physicians and Apothecarie*. - - 23 

Chapter V, Merchants and Traders— >l»chamcs — Bus- 
iness Cards. &c. - - - - 25 

Chvpter VL List of PuMic Hotels awl Inns — Streets- 
Bridges — Markets. - - / - 33 

Chapter VII, Post Office — Arrival and departure of the 
Mails, Cars and Stages— Printing Offices — Qanks — 
Public Buildings. - ... 38 

Chapter VIIL Manufactures and Public Improvements. 
Iron Works — danals and Rail Road— Water Com- 
pany — Mineral Spring. - - - - - 45 

Chapter IX, Education. Reading Academy — Female 
Seminary— Piivate, Infant and FrceSchools — Sunday 
Schools. - - - - - 51 

Chapter X, Societies, Charitable and Literary — Libraries. 55 

Chapter XI. Government o! the Borough of Reading- 
Watchmen— Fire Companies. - - - 59 

Chapter XII, Miscellaneous Matteis-^Conelusion. - 62 



y Google 



ERRATA. 

Page 38, for Chapter VI, rtad Chapter VIL 
" " iine, 13 from bottom^ for Easton read Eastern. 
" 55, line It ftfftn hoitem^ for Mascnolie Fmterrlily, reaii 

Washington Benevdent Society. 
" 41, line 5 from top, for 1790 read 1770. 
•* 53, line II from top^ before appropriation, insert annual. 
'* 45, bottom line, for have, read has* 
" ^^fUne l^ from the bottom, f err adds, read add— an(f 
make reasonable correcfions, should' othet errors be 
found. 
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SSSCRIPTIOK OF THE 

BOROUGH OF READING. 



CHAPTER I. 

Location a.md wibbt Settlembmt.-— General Debciuptiok.— 
WAltDs. — Extent OF Town. 

Kbading^ 18 beatittfnliy situated on the eastern side of the riv«r 
Schuylkill, in 40° 30' N. Latitude, and L6o. 1« W E. froim 
the city of Washington. Its distance from Philadelphia is 
fifty-^wo miles, and it is the same distance from Harrishurg. 

The following interesting account of the location of the town, 
and its first G»tdement, is transcribed from an article in the 
Ladies'* Garland,' for February, 1839. 

** As early as 1733f warrants were taken out by John and 
Samuel Finney, and 450 acres of land survey ed under their 
sanction, which are now enUrely embraced within the limits 
of Reading. Whether the inducements to this selection W6kr« 
o^er than its gei^ral beauty and fertility, it is now difSet^ i« • 
say, though' it is asserted that when the Proprietaries, Jdba 
and Richard Penn, became aware of its advantages, and pro-" 
posed to re-purchase for the location of a town, the Memsrs. 
Fiiwey loi^ and firmly resisted all the efibrts of negotiation. 
This produced a momentaary ^ange in the design of the Pro-^ 
prietaries, as they employ^ Richard Hockley to- survey and 
Wy out the plan of a town on the margin of the Schuylkill ^p- 
posita itscMmfluenee ^sfi^ the^ Tulpehocken. This sur^y is 
still to bt ibttBfd on ncofd* thottg^ divested of any date <Nr^pe 
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10 TBI DKSCBimON OF TSS 

bj wbich the precise period in which it waa ma^ csb be as^ « 
certaitted. it is now only known as an appended po:iion f* 
Readlpg, upder the designation of the *• Hockley Out-Lota/ 
*^The importance as well as reality of thedesigpi now appears 

• to have Subdued the objections of the Finney s to the sale of 
their claim, as they immediately relaxed in their demands^ and 
ftnally yielded them to the proprietaries,. who at once caused 
the *HockJey plot ' to be abandoned, and in the fall of the y^ear 
1748, that of Reading to be laid out, 

** The difficulty in obtaining water even at great depths 
through the limestone, was the specious reason generally as- 
signed for the sudden vacation of the former site, as the new 

* one was remarkable for the numerous large and eopious springs 
oxiitrng within its limits. 

•^Tbua Thomas and Richard Penn, proprietaries and goverr* / 
^n in chief of the province of Pennsylvania, beeame private 
owners of the ground plot of Reading, the lots of which they * 
.carefully subjected in their titles to an annual quit or grooiid 
rent. Singular as it may seem, this claim became alineet 
forg<xtten through neglect, and thj& circumstances that respited 
iigxa tb,e change in the old order oi things p^uc^ by the 
revoliiUon; Indeed wlien recurred to at all, it was generally 
" - believed to have become foi fait to the State,^ by the nature b^ 
that event. But a lew yeai ingo it was revived by ^ hew, 
^x^its collection aiteuip.ttkl under the authority of thelaw;.]bBt 
.so excited were the *{ tipulacto^and adverse to the payment of its -^ 
aMum^lated amouni, (hat it was generally,, and vpi some cases, 
violently resisted, till Uiod42UberationS'X)f a.town meeting,!^ 
Suggested measures U>a iiig to a more 'direct, ^^ipable and per- 
manent compromise. 

*^Like most of lie |.i mxi lire towns. of Uie State» R^adisig is 
. indebted for its. name, as is also the cooBty in which it is* sitCMip 
ied« to the native soil of the Penns. ' 

«« Its area comprises about 2194 acres of a ripb ealcu^eevs 
soil, sloping gently from Peng's Mounts an elevarioB on its .. 
- iMtsni iHde, te the river Schu^Hdil ; tiius prosentiBg nalatal 
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facilities for its drainage, and the prevention of urx^uAiilaled 
illh, and adding a decided feature to Hs weHestabUsked «liaf- 
a^r for heahfa. 

•'The streets intersect each other at right angles, and form 
in their direction almost correct indices to the cardinal points 
of the conipass. Their original names were retained to a very 
recent date, (Aug. 6, 1839,) and were characteristic of theloy- 
alty^of the proprietary filing, as w^l as family aAtachvea* 
and regard. 

' *' King, Queen, Prince, Duke, Earl and Lord streets, suffi- 
ciently evidence the strength of the former, whilst the main or 
eentral streets, Penri and Callowhill, are as distinctly indica- 
tive of filial regard. 

*' Hannah Callowhill, their mother, was the second wife of 
William Penn, and had issue beside Thamas and Mickard^ of 
John, Margaret and Dennis, whence also had originated the 
names of Thomas, Margaret and Richard Streets. Hamilton 
Street from James Hamihon, Esq., who was Deputy Governor 
of the Province at iliat period. ^ 

*^ Tike names now substituted ' as more compatible with tho 
rtpublican dmplicity of our present form of government,' are 
similar to those of Philadelphia, as the streets running north, 
and south commence at Water street, en the Schuyllciy* and 
exl^nd to Twelfth- street, while those running east and west 
are called Penn, Fianklta, Washington, Chesnut ard Walnut • 
streets. r 

^ In 1761, Reading contained 130 dwelling houses, besides 
stables and other buildings — 106 families, and 378 inhabitants^ 
tfMogh about two years before it had not above one bou8» in \Xi 

*< By the census of 1830, the population had inerefasad to 
^631, and it How may be safely estimated at about 8,000; 

"ThiB original ]ibpulation was principally Germans, who 
emigrated from Wertemherg and the Palatinate, though the 
administration of public afi^irs was chiefly in the hands of itie 
Friends. ' - 
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19 THM f>B«€IIII*TIOK Of ttt^ 

"Tbe f«mi»r by their prepo&derance of numbertt gava tba 
decided character in habits and language to the place, as the 
German was almost exclusively used in the ordinary transac- 
tions of life and business, and is yet retained to a very great 
extent.** 

The borough is divided into four nearly equal parU by the 
Intersection of its principal streets — ^Penn and Fifth. This di- 
Yision is recognized in various borough arrangements, and m, 
•f much practical cenveniener. 

The houses are numbered from these streets. The bounda- 
ries <^ the Wards are also marked by them. 

There are four wards, deriving their names from their rela- 
tive local situations. The N. E* Ward^ includes that portion, 
of the town lying be^tween North Fiflh and Bast Penn streets. 
The Sk E. JVard^ that part embraced between East Penn and 
South Fifth streets. The 6'. W. Ward, between South Fifth 
wmI West Penn streets. The iV*. W. Ward, between West 
Penn and North Fifth streets. 

JReading is the largest borough'in the United States. The 
extent of the compact part of the town at present, is about one 
mile east and west, from the Schuyticill to Twelfth str^t, nesT 
the foot of Penn*s Mount ; and about half a mile north and 
south, from Walnut to Chesnut street. The town He^ pretty 
much within the above limits, though it is now rapidly ex- 
tending south, in the neighborhood of Fourth and Fifth streets. 
Indeed, for the last few years, the course of improvement has 
iiAeu. a decided southern and son^-Westem direction. Thi» 
is owing principally to the business furnished by the Schuyl- 
kill canal, and by the extensive manufacturing establishments 
which have been erected along the bank of the river, in this 
part of the boronf^. The great advantages possessed \y thia 
sfol fbr mmiufacturing purposes, advantages only lately dis* 
ooverejt, and bat just beginning to be improved, will no doubt 
make this part of the borough the residence of a numerous pop* 
wlation of mechanics and laborers, and enterprising citizens of 
fvery descripCieB. It may sa^ri^ be predicted that within 
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twenty years from this time, those fertile fields between the 
tail road ani Itee river, wilt aH be convertedllMo #»t#«p, eom- 
pactly built. < > ■...,<. 



CHAPTER II. 

The Census op Reading, taken at different times sinc9 
its first settlement, together wltii a list o^ hovsss, 
number of taxable citizens, &c. 

The first census of Reading of which we have any account, 
is the one menlioiied in tke precedinpr ehapter, {^ ilie year 
1751, when the number of inhabitants was $JS.' .1 IHM not 
be^n able to find a record of any subsequent census^ j^ieTiovM 
to that of 1810; but judp^ing from the nimnber of tfOL^tle citi. 
zenS returned for the year 1769 — twenty years af^ tbir. settle- 
ment of the place— the whole number of inhabitants aistst hare 
been at that time about 1000 or 1300. . ;,. . ( 

In 1810, the population of the boroagh amounted to 3,462 

4,378 



6,«ai 



In 1820 it had increased to, 




In IdSO the returns gaYe-<-Whitci males. 


2«6^ 


" females 


fiJ4S 


Colored males and females, 


m 


Making a total of < 




Tht oMMnt of id^ is as follows-. 




White Pmom; 3hia. 


fhmii^a. 


Under 5 years of agf , . 651 


^6at, 


5 and under 10 52Q 


:536 


^ 10 md under 16 414 


440 


15 nd under 20 447 


0^ 


20 end under 30 827 


7^ 


30 sod under 40 457 


49i 


(Nrried forward, 3322 


>48T 



A» 
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m^Periom. 


Mkki. 


nmk*. 


Brougfat'forwardt 


3393 


3487 


40 and under 90 


861 


308 


SO luid under 60» 


IS# 


849 


60 andnnder 7^ 


8^ 


117 


70 and under 80 


39 


70 


80 and under 90 


6 


10 


90 and under 100» 





3 


100 and upwards 








1 


'3897 


4844 


iUkfUred Persons, 


uMab§. 


FtmaUi. 


9»d(ir 10 yeacs of age, 


36 


37 


10 sftid under 9« 


3» 


3S 


S4 and ^^er 36 


30 





^^andi under 55 


18 


19 


55 and under 100 


3 


3 


IOC and upwards 


01 


Q 



8141 



125 



186 



85t 



Whole population^ 8,398 

DettfandDumby X 

J7&*n(2— White peisons^ % 

Coloured persons & 

There were, acc<»ding! to the centniid, litiw revolotMHnrjr ••!« 
4iafs, t>en^0fier8, yet surviving in Beading, tUi^ 



i [ 



BlichapIBpat;!,. 


H^ 


78 


Sebastian Allgaier^ 


«« 


♦ 83 


Peter Stichter, 


^. 


7* 


AaromWrighl,. 


Kk 


1i 


Henry Slytes^ 


t« 


^ 


Christian Miller» 


. »4 


m 


William James» 


(4 

• 


T9 


Joseph ^nablee,, 


M 


W 


liM P. N^gle, 


s\ 


It 


^^ 
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The iittmW ot taxable inhabitants of the borough 
of Reading, is 1796 

They iffe divided as follows, viz : 

Married men, 1378 

Single, 417 

6i 17^, they stood thus- 
Married, 233 
Single Id 
It appears from this statement, that the proportion of marri- 
ed tc^ single men in the borough, above twenty-one years of 
age, has changed materially since 1769. T%«f», the Matter 
stood to the former in the ratia of about 1 to 13; now, they 
stand in the ratio of 1 to 3, nearly. 

The following enumeration of Dwelling Houses in the be- 
rough showing their number, size, material, te., may not be 
ttninteresting, viz : 



s 


4 story 


Brick 


i 


94 


3 « 


•r^ 


54 


394 


8 « 


<i 


394 


39d 


1 " 


iC 


39S 


to 


9-" 


Frame 


99 


til 


I « 


«t 


247 


93 


« « 


Stone 


33r 


40 


1 W 


c« 


4$ 


> 8t 


d " 


IPS "- 


n 


M7 


I ♦» 


K* 


m 



ises 

. ^lere are also several buiiding9 occupied at offices. 
S€9€n^f'§epen houses,, included in the above number, we^s 
erected during the kuity^ir; one e( wh}cH,1iuiUby Mr. Daniel B: 
9oif , goes by the name of the Jbrgc Hammer, from its resem- 
WaiM^.kK shape to that favorite implement of Vulcan. When 
appHe4 lo by the builders for a plan, Mr. Boas sent them a 
fj^ff biiMMr f» their model, Theresult was a rathe^ odd- 
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looking, but very convenient house. It if a tvo^tory franM 
building, situated at the canal landing. . m . . 

It appears, on compairing the foregoing result with the num- 
ber of inhabitants, that there is yet occasion fdr tnor6 d^eHMg 
houses in lleading, notwithstanding the great nitm1>er which 
have been lately built. The proportion of inhabitants to the 
houses is unusually large — ^larger, probably than a siiict regard 
for health and convenience would allow. Thes^ circnmstan- 
ces, however, furnish pretty sure evidence of the flourishing 
eonditio'n of the borough ; and from the abundance of ca^M^oi in 
the place, and the well known enterprise of our mechanics, 
there is very little doubt that, in future, the erection of houses 
will keep pace with the wants of our rapidly increasing popu-^ 
lation. 



JUnmrks upon the Census of 1840, 

It appears from the table at the beginning of the present 
chapter, that the chances of longevity are decidedly in favor of 
the female sex. I believe this has been usually observed to 
be the fact. It is variously accounted for,-r-as .most remarka- 
ble-phenomena are% Some ascribe it to the circumstance of 
their being less exposed to hardships, and severe exertion of 
body and mind. Others, to their temperate habits, and the 
greater freedom of their lives from exciting and. corroding cau- 
ses. . There is one other hypothesis in regard to it, which I 
will Just notice, in respect of the source from which it comes, 
«Uiiough it appears to me to he highly ridiculous. It is the 
hypothesis, or rather, positive opinion, of an old companion and 
friend of mine, a physician, in pretty extensive practice 
among the ladies — ^having quite a number of fair patients- 
for-life, under his charge, upon whom he calls prdfessidnally 
at short stated intervals ; arid receives for his 'service '^ yearly 
salary from their fathers and husbands. He iiidiits, ^rttt file 
more common longevity of feiiiales. Is owiiigf to- tlielir liffalg 
iii greater dependence upon tnedicsl] adi^itef and aMsi^nb^, lUid 
pletitifal use of nostiumii :-^ot as hi^piksii^ it,'*»t6 iMf 
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walking in the fear of the Doctor." He proves his theorj , 
singularly enough, by what he calls the analogy of a lamp ! 
Life, says he, goes on much upon the same principle as a 
lighted lamp gives out its illuminating particles. When the 
oil of the lamp is ezhaifsted, the flame expires. So when the 
quantity of life-sustaining Ibfce and power allotted to an iw 
dividual is expended, his breath ceases. And, as, the moro 
you reduce-and weaken th^ flame of your lamp, the longer it 
will continue to burn 'and shed its sickly light ; so, the more 
languid and inefficient you render existence,, the longes will 
you keep the faint breath of life in human nostrils. 

The number of females, at the present time exceeds that of 
males, by about 350. ^ This great inequality has principally 
grown up within the last ten years ; as ia 1830, the difierenoA 
was only about fifty. The circumstance b a little surprising-, 
when we consider that this has been the period of the. greatest 
prosperity of our borough, sp far as population is concerned. 
When* the prosperity of a town begins to wane, and peoplis 
are emigrating and moving away, instead of coming into it 
from other places, it is a common thing Ci>r the pxoportion ot 
females to gain upon that of^ males ; for single gentlemen, on r 
account of their greater freedom from incumbrahces« are usu-/ 
ally the first to emigrate, leaving their female cotemporaries b«-^ 
hind. But here, there has been no such cause in operation,, 
or the increase of population has been so great as to require 
he aid of considerable immigraiion. 

In what may be called the middte age of lilfi^-— between 
twenty or perhaps twenty«five and forty, the number of males 
little exceeds that of females. But above or below those ages, 
he account is greatly in favor of the latter. The greatest in. 
•quality takes place between the ages of fifteen and twenty-— 
an inequality singularly great, amounting to considerable more 
than/our females to three males. 

It would be interesting to know the number of unmarried 
maljis and females, within some of the periods noted intheta- 
We of thteensus^— ^ay, froni^ 15 yea^ \^pward«. The num 
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bcr of the latter must be very large; and many of them would 
be left unprovided with husbands, even should the young men ^ 
all make haste to get married betimes. This, however, seems 
by no means to be the fadt with them, judging from the great 
number of single men, taxed as noticed above, who are of 
course all more than twenty-one years old.- 

In 1769, there were only eighteen taxable single men in the 
borough. Matrimony flourished then. But the times are 
sadly changed now ! The fault is not altogether with the 
young men ; nor are the ladies to be rashly charged with un- 
kindness. The truth is, that the expense of living, especially . 
in the style of fashion, has become so extravagantly great, that 
a large portion of the moro genieefiy bred young men, are,* from 
the insufBcienby of their income, under the severe neceBsity 
of indefinitely postponing matrimony. A mutual conscious- 
ness of this necessity, occasions mutual forbearance between 
the sexes. Thus are luxury and false notions of gentility ex- 
tinguishing the fires upon the altar which burned brightly Ih 
R«>ading in 1769. 

It was my intention to give the number of births, marria- 
ges and deaths for the preceding year, but from the great dit- 
ii6ulty of the Undertaking, and the impossibility of accuracy 
I was obliged to abandon the design. From the inquiries I made 
however, It appears that while the number of marriages and 
deaths has been only moderate, that of births has been unusually ' 
large. It appears farther, that among the births there has 
been a surprising proportion of females. Some idle persons 
have taken it into their heads to account for this phenomenon. 
Hete, as osu^l, a difference of opinion exists,— some maintain' 
log that it is owing to its having been leap year, — other*,* m<>re 
wildly etill, ascribe it to the force of royal example. 



•^ 
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CHAPTER III. 



if 



A LWT OF T»K Churches in Reading, showing their loca* 

TION, Dla<EN8X0N3, SDaT^S OF THEIR ERECTION, Pa8T0R8, &C. 

The first house of public worship in Reading, wad proba- 
bly thai erected by the Friends. It was a log house, built in 
1750, (^outone year after the first settlement of the town,) and 
stood on their burial ground. It was torn down in 1766, an^ 
rebuilt where it now stands. It is a one story log house, and 
situated in Washington street, between Fourth and Fifth. The 
school house, also of logs, was bailt in 1787, near the meet- 
ing house. 

The German Reformtd Churchy was organized soon after the 
settlement of Reading. The exact date of its organization, 
however, as well as of the erection of their first church 'edifi^, 
has not been ascertained* The preseiit building was erected 
in 1832. It is a two story brick building, 75 feet in length 
and 55 in breadth. The steeple is 151 feet high. 

Building Committee^ — Nicholas Lott, BaltzerSmHh, Daniel 
Fcsig, John Y» Cunnius, Abraham Kerper, John Miller, Esq. ^ 

i2<Maiu.-^Henry and George Graul, John and Georgs 
Maltzberger. 

Cat^yen/ers.— Nicholas Lett, James Quinter, George Call. 
This church has two bells, one of which is from the former 
• fhurch, which had been built in 1762. The bell was cast in 
1763, by Thomas Bailey of Bridgewater, The school houss 
belonging to the congregation, is built of brick and is a rery 
socient building. , The Bev. William Pauli is pastor of this 
«hureh. 

The German Lutheran Church was organized shortly after the 
German Reformed ; the congregation long occupied a small 
log building, situated at the corner of Washington and Sixtk 
street8,^bere their church now stands. The present ahurcli 
was erected in 1791. It is a brick building, 61 by 81 fe« 
square, and is the largest church in Reading. It has rery 
)trge i^lkries, and will accommodate 1500 persons. 
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Building Ommttfe^.— Peter Filbert, John Witmtn, Job* 
Rightmyer, Michael Krans, Mieha el Rapp, Matthias Bahb- 

Carpenter John Cunnius. 

Mason* — John Strohecken 

The steeple was erected from the square in 1833^ by Conrad, 
William and Joseph Henry. The timber for its construction, 
was presented by Jacob W. Seitzinger, of Cumru. Th« 
height of the steeple is 201 feet and 6 inches* It has three 
bells, one of which was taken from the former chureb, and was 
east in 1755, by Henry Keppele of Philadelphia. The school 
house of the congregation, near the church, is an ancient look- 
ing one story stone building, erected in 1765. The church is 
under the pastoral charge of the Rev. Jacob Muxsb.— ^In this 
ehurch and in the German Reformed, divine s^rice is per- 
formed in the German language. 

The CathoHe Chapel is situated in Seventh, between 
Franklin and Chesnut streets. It was erected in 1791 — ^is a 
«ne story brick building, 20 feet high to the square— 50 feet 
long, by 30 in breadth, and will accommodate about 300 peo- 
ple. 

Building Committee Sebastain Allgaiwr and Anthony 

Ffick^r. 

Carpenter. — John Cunnius. 
^Mason. — John Strohecker. 
. P^or.— Rev. Francis X. Marshall 

*rhe Presbyterian CAurcA, was erected in 1824. It is a brick^ 
building, 75 feet in length and 40 in breadth, including the 
vestibule or portico, and will accommodate 6P0 people. It is 
situated in Penn, between Second and Third streets. 

Building Cbmmi«ce.— .Lewis Reese, William JameS, Sam- 
«cl Bell, sen. 

Rev. WiMJAM Sterling, is pastor. 

The Episcopal Church was erected in 1826. The building 
is of brick, and 25 feet high, besides a basement story of • 
iMt. Its size is about 50 by 35 feet square, aild will accoa- 
«iodat« 300 persons. The tower is 75 feet high, and has m 
fmall b«t very good bell suspended in it. Th# shuich '» 
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pleiisantly situated in North Fifth, between Penn and Wash- 
in^on streets. 

Building Committee* — George D. B. Keim, Nathaniel P: 
Hobart, Bonneville Keim. 
Master Mason, — George Maltzberger. 
Carpenter, ^^Geoxg^i Call. 
Fasim', — ^Rev. R. U. Morgan. 

The Methodist Church, is a plain brick building, 65 feet in 
length tind 50 feet in breadth. This church was erected in 
ld39, is built in modern style, and in good taste ; and will proba- 
bly accommodate more people in proportion to its size, than 
any other church in Reading. It has a high and commodious 
basement story, emirely above the surface of the ground. It 
is pleasantly situated in South Fourth, between Penn and 
Franklin streets. Building Commiitee,-^The Rev. Mr. Roach 
Daniel Rhine, Jacob Gossler, Henry Goodhart, Wm. Bode. 
Cirpenter — Joseph A.Snyder. Masons — George Graul, Charles 
Seider. plasterer — Thomas McCombs. Present Pasfor, Rev. 
Samuel Hiogins. 

The Baptist Church. — ^This society formerly occupied a 
meeting house near the river Schuylkill ; but the location was 
found a bad one, an<j[ in 1837, a new brick church was erected 
in Chestnut, near Fourth street, by the Rev. Enoch M. Barker, 
the pastor at that time, which he afterwards conveyed to the 
society. It is a plain building, 40 by 50 feet square, and will 
•ojitain about 300 people. 
. CSorpen/ers.— Nathaniel Kirby, Jacob Bingler. 
Mason.^^George Maltzberger. 
The Rev. Enob M, Phillips, is the present pastor. 
The Uhiversalist Church, is a handsome brick building, situaied 
in Franklin, between Fourth and Fifth streets. It was erected 
im 1830—18 60 {eet in length and 40 feet in breadth, andVUl 
^•oonunodate about 500 petsons . It hds' a staple w ith' a beh 
•ttsptxidWd in it. 
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Building Committee, — Gen. Creor^eD. B. Keim, John Rittefy 
John Green, Daniel H, Boas, John Bro^n, Jacob Marshall. 

Masons, — John Maltzberger, George'Graul. 

Oarpcn/er.— -Arnold Maynard. 

This Church is at present without a regular pastof, but the 
Rev. John Perry, the former pastor, occasionally officiates. 

Besides the above, there are three small phyrchesi belonging; 
to the colored population, viz: The Union African Church, 
which is a small frame building, situated at the corner of South 
]Naith,and Franklin streets. — The Fresbyterian African Churchy 
also a frame building, situated in Washington, between Tenth 
and eleventh streets, — ^The Methodist African Church, in Tenth, 
between Washington and Walnut streets. It js built of brick ^ 
and has a basement story. The Rev. Samuei Murrey is pastor. 
In all the above churches, there are regulai; meetings on the 
sabbath, accompanied with the usual religious exercises, and a. 
pretty strict course of religious discipline ; with what results, 
may be partly gathered from the general good character, and 
industrious, steady habits of oui colored population. 



CHAPTER IV. 

GowRTS.— Judges.-— Attorneys.-^County O fficbrs. — Jce- 
TicES op*THE Peace. — Surveyors.— List op Sheriffs. — 
Physicians. 

T&E subject of the Courts does not come strictly wiibia th* 
scope of a treatise upon the statistics of Reading, I will ther»* 
fore merely mention that the courts of Quarter Sessions, Or- 
phans* Court, and Common Pleas, are held four, times a year, 
compiencing on thV first Mondays of January, April, August, 
and November, and continuing two weeks. 

The Judges at the present time, are— Pr£»tiien/ — Hon* John 
Banks. jStuociate JW^ef— Matthias S^. RroBARM and Wi(.^ 
I.IAM H. Addams, Esq'rfr. 
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The following are the names of the Attorneys of the Court, 
together with their places of husiness. The whole number iss 
twenty-six; the two first on the 'list, however, have r^tii^ 
pretty mach from practice, and seldom attend court. 

Marks John Biddle, Office, S» Fifth, near Franklin st. 



Charles Evans, 
David F. Gordon, 
Peter Filbert 
Elijah Dechert, 
Charles Davis, 
Henry W. Smith, 
Jacob Hoffman, 
William Strong, 
William Darling, 
Robert M. Barr, . 
Henry Rhoads, 
George G. Barclay, 
J. Pringle Jones, 
Franklin B. Schcener, 
Wm. C. Leavenworth, 
A. F. Miller, 
A. M. Sallade, - 
J. S. Richards, " 
©. W. O'Brien, 
Peter Shearer, 
William H. Hiester, 
George E. Lndwig, 
Jeremiah D. Bitting, 
Matthias Mengel, 



S. Fifth, near Chesnut st. 
Penn, near Fifth. 
Fifth, near Washington. 
Penn, near Fourth. 
N. E. cor. of Penn & Sixth. 
Penn near Sixth. 
Penn between Third & Fourth 
Fifth near Washington. 
North Sixth, near Penn. 
North Sixth, near Penn. 
Penn, near Seventh. 
North Fifth, near Penn. 
Penn between Fourth & Fifth, 
North Fi th near Penn. 
North Fifth near Penn. 
Fifth bet. Wash'n & Walnut. 
North Sixth near Penn. 
Penn between Fourth & Fifth. 
N. E. corner of Penn ^ Fifth. 
Penn near Sixth. 
Penn between Fourth & Fifths 
North Fifth, near Washington. 
Penn, below Third. 
Penn, near Fourth* 



William Betz, Attorney and Scrivener, office North Fifth 
near Penn street. 

County Officers. 



Proihonotary, 

Clerk of Quarter Sessions, 

Clerk of Orphans' Court, 

Register, 

Recorder, 



Benjamin Tyson, Esq., 
Samuel Myers. 
James Donagan, Esq. 
Joel Ritter, 
William Wunder, 
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Sheriff, Henry Binkley^ 

Coroner, William Stable. 

County Commissioners, — Michael Reifsnyder, George Wei- 
er and John Long. Ckrk — John Y. Cunius. 

County Treasurer— Peter Nagle, Esq. 

Justices op the Peace ajtd Scriveners. 

William Schcener, Esq., office. North Fifth, near Penn st» 

Charles Trotell, Esq., " South Sixth, near Penn. 

William A. Wells, Esq. " Cor. of Second & Franklin. 

The borough of Reading elects four Justices of the Peace ; 
but by' the death of Henry Betz, Esq., who had held a justi- 
ces commission for many years, one of the offices has become 
vacant. 

Constables. — Jonathan Greth and William B. Yahn, 

^he number of Surveyors is four, viz ; Matthias S. Rich- 
ards, Esq., George Fox, Esq., William La^h and Thomas 
Baird. 

The following list of all the persons who have filled the of- 
fice of Sheriff, in the county of Berks, since the formation of 
the county in 1752, together with the date of their comitiginto* 
office, will not be without interest or usefulness. There may 
be some errors in the dates as given, previous to the year 1781 ; 
since that time, I believe them all to be accurate. 



Benjamin Lightfoot, 


1752 


Phillip Kremer, * 


1790 


Henry Christ, 


1761 


.Peter Frailey, 


1793 


Jacob Weaver, 


1764 


John Christ, 


1796 


Joseph Scull, 


1766 


Nicholas Dick, 


1791> 


Jacob Shoemaker, 


1769 


John Spyher, 


180a 


George Nagle, 


1771 


Conrad Feger, 


1805 


H. Vanderslice, 


1775 


George Marks, 


1803 


Daniel Levan, 


1777 


Daniel Kerper, * 


1811 


Henry Haffa, 


1779 


Peter Aurand, 


1814 


PhUlip Kremer, * , 


1781 


John Miller, 


1817 


Peter Filbert, 


1784 


Henry Betz, 


1830 


Jacob Bower, 


. 1787 


Daniel Kerper, * 


1823 



* Thgpe aflPtha only persons twice elected to tho office of SherilT 
since the formation of the constitution of 1790. 
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JohnBickel, 1836 George Fox, 1835 

James Silliman, 1829 Henry Binkley, 1838 

Henry Bowman, 1832 

The PuYsiciiiMS in the borough of Reading, with their 
address. 
Isaac Hiest^r, office, West Penn, near 4th Street. 



N. Fifth, near Washington. 
Penn, between Fourth and Fifth. 
Corner of Fourth and Franklin. 
Penn, between Fifth and Sixth, 
Penn, near Fourth. 
Penn, between Sixth and Seventh. 
Penn, between Sixth and Seventh. 
Fifth, between Penn and Franklim 
Penn, between Sixth and Seventh . 
Penn, between Eighth and Ninth. 
Fichthom's Hotel, ( residence, Fe- 
gersyille, four miles East of Reading.) 

Druggists and Apothecaries. 
42eorge W. Oakley, N. Fifth, near Washington. 
Qerhart Q. Bischoff, £. Penn, bet. Sixth and Seventhv 
Jacob Gauby, E. Penn, between Fifth and Sixth. 

Mrs. Samh B. Morris W. Penn, bet. Fourth and 5th- 



4ohn P. Hiester, * 
Diller Luther, < 
William Gries, « 
John Otto, « 

H. H. Muhlenburg ' 
Jacob Marshall, ' 
John Marshall, 
A. H. Witman, 
Andrew J^ippe, * ' 
P. F. Nagle, 
M. M. Ancona, 



CHAPTER V. 

Xbrcbarts and Traders — Mechanics — Business Cards, 
&c. 

The persons engaged in trade, like those in the learn^.d pro- * 
fessions, are pretty numerous. They may be classed as fol- 
lows, in reference to the nature of their business. 5 Dry 
Goods stores, wholesale and retail. 9* Dry Goods, Gro- 
•ery and Queensware stores. 6 Grocery, Liquor, an4 
Queens ware, wholesale and retail. 19 Grocery, Liquor, 
Queensware, Flour, Feed, &c.; which stores hold licer.sjs- 
b9 
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8 Oyster Cellars. 3 Bolting Cellars. 4 Confecti'onarjr 
stores, wholesale and retail. 6 (Jo. retail. 4 Book and Station- 
. wy stores. 1 Book Bindery. 7 Shoe stores. 19 Flour, Feed, &c. 
4 Hardware and Iron stores. 1 Store for the $ale of Musical In- 
struments. 2 Featlier stores. 3 Large Store Houses, nearly ia 
the sentre of the town, which do a large business by purchasing 
and dealing in all ki nds of grain. 4 Store Houses, on the wharves, 
at the Schuylkill canal. 5 Coal and Plaster Yards. 4 Wood 
Yards. The following items, thoughr not properly coming 
under the head of ttade^ may as well be inserted here* 4 
Livery Stables. S Drovers. 4 Farmers. 5 Vineyard*. 
There is a Green and Hothouse, deservedly favored by the 
public; and a Nursery. This last is atruiy delfghtful spot. The 
air of seclusion which it possesses, the comforts of its shady 
walks and bowers, and its delicious fruit, make it the favourite 
summer resort of the citizens of Reading. It doos Infinite 
credit to its proprietors and projectors. Those who open to 
the community retreats like this, for the innocent and profitable 
enjoyment of a leisure honr,^ are surely entitled to the name of 
public benefactors. The nursery is in the north-western part 
of the borough, about one quarter of a milo from the compact 
part of the town. - 

MacHAKicAL Trades. 
14 Wool Hat Manufactories, which manufacture aboHt 
55,0<mdoEen hats annually. 8 Fine Hat do., which also do a 
large business. 5 Windsor Chair Manufactories. 1 Comb 
and 2 Brush, do. 1 Pk re Jo. 3 Glue do. 1 Blacking and 
Varnish, do. 3 extensive Breweries, and 1 Distillery. 1 
Extensive Stone Ware Manufactory. 1 PiAno Forte, do. 3 
Jewellers. 9 Watch and Clock makers. 3 Blue and silk 
Dyers. 2 Blue Dyers. 4 Tanners. 1 White and Morocco 
Leather Manufacturer. 3 Curriers. 4 Saddlers. 3 Turners 
by hand. 1 do. by steam. 2 Gun Smiths. 2 Locksmiths. 
7 Tinmen. 4 Coppersmiths. 7 Bakers. 2(5 Shoemakers. 
3 Cabinet makers. 1 Mill-Wright. 6 Wheel-Wrights. 14 
Batchers. 5 Tallow Chandlers, f Coffee-mill Manufacturer. 
1 Extensive Rope Manufactory. 1 Razor and Seiseors grinder. 



y Google 



/b0ft0U6H OF UEADINCS.' St 

3d House Carpenters. 3 Plasterers. 7 House Paintert. 
2 Sign Painters. 1 Venetian Blind Manufacturer — B. Todd. 
6 Coach-makers. 3 Coach Painters. 6 Coach Trimmers, 
t Silver Platers. 2 Spring, Co:ich, and Blacksmiths. 14 
Coach and Blacksmiths. 3 Stone Masons. 5 Stone Cutter*. 
17 Bricklayers. 9 Brick Kilns; which made the last season, 
S,777,000 brick. 1 Lime Kiln. 34 Tailors. 5 Slop Shops. 
13 Coverlet and Carpet Weavers. 1 Weaver's Reed Manu- 
facturer. 12 Milliners and Mantua makers. 21 Mantua makers 
4 Dentists and Barbers. 6 Barbers. 3 Boat builders. 1 
Pump maker. 3 Plumbers. 3 hxtensive Lumber Yards. 1 
Horse Farrier. 1 White Sweep. 4 Tobacconists and Segar 
Manufacturgrs. 2 Cedar Coopers. 

Business Cards. 
. /. i^ D, Eyrich, Tobacconists, in Penn, between 4th and 5tk 
streets, occupy, in their business, a building 40 by 60 feet 
square. Have about 40 hands in constant employ. They 
purchase, annually, about 200,000 lbs. Tobacco, out of which 
they manufacture 1,000,000 segars; 50,000 lbs. of smoking^ 
Tobacco, and 30,000 lbs. for chewing. The remainder they 
iToll in leaf. Furnish every article in the tobacco line, as- 
ehoap as in Philadelphia. 

• DarUel EngU^ Cedar Cooper, in Penn, between 7th and 8th 
streets, has at all times on hand, a general assortment of Cedar 
Ware, and will execute orders at the shortest notice. 

Samuel Fesig J ManufactuTeT of BoINng Screens for Mills, end 
all kinds of wove wire ; and also, House Painter — 4th street, 
between Penn and Franklin. Executes or*l«rs in the lia« 
of his business, on short notice. 

George W. Spang^ French Burr Millstone Manufacturer, 
5tli street, between Chestnut and Spruce. Has on hand a 
large lot of Block, of the best quality, and is ready to execute 
ail orders sin t him, at the shortest notice; will warrant his 
work and sell cheaper than ever. 

He is also agent for the Cocalico Chopping and Murling 
Stones, of all sizes. Warranted, and at reduced prices. 

Wiliiam StMe, East Penn street, between 7th and 8lb, has * 
at all times on hand a general assortment of Garden and Flower. 
tteads, from the Shaking Quakers, of New York, and of his 
own raising. Also: \\ine. Bitters and Pepper Mint, by -the 
giillon 01 less measure. A liberal discount lo thoso who b«y 
t» ssll again. 
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J, 4r C. M, Pearson^ Dry Good Merchants, West Peon street, 
between 4th and 5th. 

W: 4r »A. H, Raiguel, Wholesale and Retail Dealers in Drr 
Goods. East Penn street, near 5th. Sign of the Golden JBau* 

John Green, Wholesale and Retail Grocery and Liquor 
Sior«. East Penn, near 6th street. 

Isaac M, Stelle, Ladies Shoe Manufacturer. North 5th St., 
Ko. 14. 

Henry Miller, Cabinet Maker. North 5th, between Pena 
and Washington streets. % 

P. K. ^ H. L. Miller, Wholesale and Retail Confectionary 
store. West Penn, near 5th street. 

jimos JB, Yeager, Confectioner. Fifth, between Penft and 
Washington. 

P. /. H, Griesemsr, Tailor. Fifth, between Chestnut and 
f'ranklin. 

E. ^ M. Wanner, Fashionable Tailors^ East Penn, b«- 
tween Fifth and Sixth streets, North side. 

John sAaffer, Tailor. Fourth street, between Franklin and 
Chestnut. ^ 

Frederick Lauer, Extensive Brewery. Chestnut street, W 
tween Second and Third. 

Augar Manufacturing Establishment, just put in operation 
by Messrs. Rankin ^' Phillips, — At^present employs ten hande^ 
The machinery is propelled hy steam. Front street, between 
Penn and Franklin. 

yV, ^ /. //, Keim, Dealers in Hard Ware, Iron, Steel, Rifle 
Barrels, Paints, Oils, &c. North Fifth street, opposite th« 
Jail. 

Jacitb Schxner^ Portrait and Miniature Painter. North-we«t ' 
eornef of Penn and Fifth streets. 

John Bain, Comb Manufactifrer. W. Penn, between Fourtk 
and Fifth streets. South side. 

Helms 4r Sagee, Brush Manufacturers. W. Penn, betwten 
Third and Fourth streets. 
N. B. M kinds of Brushes made to order, 

Qeorgt Kewhirk, Tailor, W. PeAn, betwoen Third and 
F«ttth str«eu. 
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Darrah ^ Warley^ Boot Manufacturers. S. Fifth street. 

Henry Kantner^ Brewer. Penn street, between Fifth and 

Sixth. 

John K, Souder^ corner of Third and Penn streets. Whole- 
sale and Retail dealer in Dry Goods, Grocery, Glass and 
Queensware. 

John ff, Dar^etdyTdWoT and vender of ready made Clothin*;. 
Penn street, between Third and fourth. 

John Zieber, Boot and Shoemaker. Penn street, between 
Sixth and Seventh. 

Boas ^ Keirer, extensive Hat Manufacturers. Have con- 
stantly for sale a large assortment of fashionable Hats and 
Caps. Third door from the corner of Penn and Fifth streets. 

Priniing. — All kinds of Job Printing, such as Blanks, 
Horse Bills,- Hafidbills, &c. &c. neatly executed at the Offic« 
of the Berks and Schuylkill Journal. Deeds and Mortgages, 
on Parchment paper — Parchment and Paper; and Justices 
Blanks of every description, of the most approved forms con- 
stantly for sale. 

Also, a large assortment of School Books. 

PIANO FORTES- 

The subscriber respectfully informs his friends and the pub-. 
lie, that he has just received direct from Vienna, in Europe, a 
number of superior quality Piano Piyrtes^ with and without me- 
talic plates, possessing superior tones, and which he will sell 
lower than they can be had either in New York or Philadel •, 
phia. — Also, just received a new musical instrument, called 
Pianino Piccolo, 

The public is most earnestly and respectfully invited to call 
and examine the above instrument, as it is an entire new in- 
vention, and considered swperior in all respects, to the Piano 
ICorte. 

He has also constantly on hand, a great variety of Musieal 
Instruments of every description, such as Violins, Flutes, 
Clarionets, Trumpets, French Horns, Tromhones, &c. &c, all 
©f which he will sell very low. 

CHARLES L. HEIZMAN, Importer. 
•Second door from the eornfr of Penn and Sixth streets 
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KEIM & MILLER. 

Wholesale and retail Hardware Store, corner of Penn and 
Third Street, Beading. Have constantly on hand a large and 
general assortment of Hardware, Cutlery, Nails, Spikes, 
Rifle Barrels, Guns and Pistols, Carpenters' tools, Black- 
Smiths' Tools', Castings, Hollow and Cedar Ware, Lamps, 
Lookinff Glasses and Glass-ware generally ; Coach Lamps, 
Bands, handles and Trimmings of every des<yiption,— Paints, 
Oil, Glass and Varnish; Dye Stuffs ; all kinds of House- keep- 
ing articles, and Agricultural implements. With a full as- 
sortment of superior rolled Iron, from i^ to 2 inches, Rounds 
♦ Flats and Squares of every size. Also — a large assoitmentof 
Hammered Iron, all warranted good, — Cast, Shear, German, 
English, and American Steels, &.c. &c. — The above articles 
will be sold at the lowest prices, and orders from any part of 
the county j)romptly filled. 

THE READING GAZETTE, 

A Family Newspaper, neutral in politics, devoted to I^ews, , 
Agriculture and General Literature; Containing Domestic and 
Foreign Intelligence, Congressional and State Legislative 
News, Poetry, Tales, Biograpical, Humorous and Miscella- 
neous Sketches, Agricultural Pieces, Hints in Rural and Do-. 
mestic Economy, a Review of the Reading, Philadelphia and 
other Markets ; a Bank Note List, exhibiting the solvency of 
all our Banking Institutions, and the current value of* their 
issues, and a Counterfeit- Detector, giving a true and explicit 
description of all Counterfeits ; is published every Saturday 
morning on a sheet of the largest size, at Two Dollars p©f 
annum in advance. 

THE READING TRANSCRIPT, 

And .General Advertiser, (also a neutral paper,) will be 
printed on a medium sheet, and contain matter of interest to 
the farmer, mechanic, and business man. It will also con- 
tain weekly reviews of the Maikets, a Bank Note List and a 
Counterfeit Detector.— TVms on/y $1 per annum in advance, 
fjg^ Advertisements will be conspicuously inserted in*tbe 
Gazette and Transcript at $1 60 per square for the first three 
times, and 37^ cents for every subsequent insertion ; they will 
be inserted in the Gazette or Transcript at the usual rates of 
$1 for the three first, and 25 cents for each subsequent inser- 
tion. A liberal deduction will be made to those who advertise 
by the year. Subscriptions and advertisements are respec^- 
fjLiUy solicited by 

KNABB"& B6YER, 
West Market Square, opposite the Post Office, 
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KEIM & STICHTER. ' 

Hardware and Ironmongers^ Opposite ike Old Court Hottse, 
MiOding, Pa, — Have always on hand an extensWe assortment 
of Sheffield^ Birmingham and American goods, which they can 
•fill to dealers as low as they can be purchased in the cities, 
viz. 

Building Matejgials^ Vvt : — Locks — till, cupboard, and draw- 
et,. Large brass knobs and American door bolts; round and 
shutter; Butts and screws; Hinges of all sorts; Glass- 
Boston, Crown, Baltimore and other approved make; Oil, 
white Lead and Paints , cast and wrought Nails, and all other 
articles necessary for buildings. 

rarm«A.-»Copal, Black and Japan, and 'Siirpentine. 

Tar, Oakiim,'^Pitch. 

Wagon-boxes, English and American. 

Steels. — Cast, Shear, German, Englisli and American blis- 
ter and crowly Steel ; square, octagon, round and ilat. 

Iron, — Bar, square, round. Plough, Horse-shoe, Wagon-tree, 
Gan-iron, and all other kinds of Lron, embracing Russian and 
American Nail rods, Sheet iron. 

K. & S. have made arrangements by which they can furnish 
dll kinds of iron as low as it can be procured at Forges or 
, Boiling-mills. 

Smith TboZs.— viz: Bellows, Anvils, Vices, and Screw- 
plates of the most approved make. 

CaM/tW«.— viz : Mould-boards, Mill-gudgeons, Forge-ham- 
mers and Anvils, Celler-grates, Windmill-wheels, Hollow^ 
ware, Cider-mills, &c. &c. 

Xhfe Stuffs. — viz : Bengal and Spanish Indigo, Log and Red 
Wood, Fustic, Nicaragua and Camwood ; Turmiric, Oil and 
Blue- Vitriol Crude, Pot^ash, Pearl-ash and Salaeratus, Allum, 
Aniotto, &C. &Cf 

Saddkrt/,^viz : Saddle-trees, Stirrups, Bridle-bits, all sorts 
of Buckles, Mountings, Hames, &;c. &c. 

Coach TVtmmtng*.— Vi? ; pat. Axles, pat; Leather, Laces 
ftnd Fringe, Coach-Lamps, Coach Steps and Handles, Hub- 
l^apds, concave and plain — ^brass and siUer, Moss, ^. &c. 

Planes. — JointeF, Fore, Jack,Smoothing, and all other kinds. 

Bdge Iheib, of every description an4 of the most approved 
mak^ft. 

(TunrofMl l^Mali.— *K* Ac S. have an extensive Rifle and 
€hi« iMMlbelorf, and otn funush thete artidM at the lowtct 
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fate. Orders can be forwarded to them from any part of tht 
country, with references, and they shall be promptljr filled. 

Looking Glasses — viz : Pine, Flutes, Sconce Frame, Swiiig 
with square boxes and drawers. Pine Pillars, Mahogany, Ma- 
hogany mouldings. Gilt Frames,^vlzi Column Gilt, Gilt 
Tablet Frames, Gilt Cornice Mantles, comprising a complete 
assortment. 

Cedar Ware, — viz : Bucking Tubs, Butter-ljhurna, Wash- 
Tubs, Iron-bound & Painted Buxjket8,Crout-S tenners, &c. &c. 

House-keeping Articles — viz : Iron Pots, Fry-pans, Dripping- 
pans, deep-pans. Ladles in sets ; brass and iron Table knives 
and forks, German silver and Brittania tea and. table spoons, 
Grid and sad-irons, shovel and tongs — brass and iron. Limps, 
As tral> Glass, Japam and others. Candle sticks. Coffee' mills. 
Bellows, Tea kettles, and all other articles necessary fox house 
keeping 

• Also — Plaster of Paris, Nova Scotia Tin plate. Wire, Zinc» 
Lead, Block tin, Lead pipe, and a lai*ge assortment of other 
articles. 

BOOK AND JOB PRINTING OFFICE. 

Knabb & BoYER, Editors and Proprietors of the RsADiNa 
Gazette and Transcript, having received the newest and 
most fashionable materials fojr Printing from the Type Foun- 
dries at Philadelphia and New York, are prepared, with the 
experience they have had in every branch of the Art of Print- 
ing, to undertake all orders in their business, which they will 
execute in as neat a style, and at rates as cheap as they can bo 
furnished in any of the larger cities. 

The following are among the most prominent demands (in , 
their line of business^) of a mercantile, manufacturing, agri- 
cultural and business community, which they are prepared to 
furnish at the shortest notice, viz : 
Books, Cards, Receipts, 

Pamphlets, Isabels, Certl^catcs, 

Blanks, Hat-Tips, . Bills of Freight, 

Circulars, Court Briefs, Funeral Notices, 

Hand-bills, Bills of leading, luyit at ion Cards, 

ffiiow-liiUA, Wfiy-bills, Tickote, 

Bank Checks, and Printing in Colors, Bronze and Gold* 

'Kiay.ieapftctfally invite th^ attention of tlio, public to the 
abort adrertisement, and goHcit a liberal share of patronage. . 
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George Geiz, Bookseller and Stationer. Corner of Penh And 
Fourth streets. 

Henri/ Frey, Wholesale and Retail Boot and Shoe Manu- 
fkcturer. Fifth, between Penn and Washington, opposite th« 
State House. 

John S, Oliver, Clock and Watchmaker. Fifth, between 
Penn and Franklin. 

George HcIl^r, Jeweller and Silversmith. Penn, between 
Fifth and Sixth. 

Joseph Klapp, Coach Manufacturer. West Penn street, op- 
posite the Plough and Harrow Tavern. Keeps on hand and 
has constantly hi sale, a number of Coaches, Gigrs, Buggies, 
&c., which he will dispose of on the lowest terms. 

Prcdorick Fox, Chair Manufacturer. Penn, betweenifiixtk 
and Seventh. Keeps on hand n large assortment of Chaiw, 
which he will dispose of on the most reasonable terms. 

Gottlieh Ch, Nemcrt, Clock and Watchmaker, Jeweller and 
Silver-smith, and Fire-gilder. Fifth, between Penn and 
Waebington. 



CHAPTER VI. 

Li«T or Public Hotels and Inns, Streets, Bridobs an* 
Markets. 

The* number of Hotels and Taverns ie thirty-two. The fol- 
lowing are north of Penn street : 

Daniel Herr^a Hotel and Stage Office. Penn, between 
Fourth and Fifth streets. 

Jacob Donnahaur, Pennsylvania Farmer. Pe»n, between 
Fourth and Fifth. 

PeUr S&enf elder. Borough Hotel. Penn, near Fifth. 

Daniel Fichthorn. Sign of tho Bald Eagle. Penn, between 
Fifth and Sixth. 

Jacob S, ShUng. Sign of Gen. Washington. Penn, aear 
/i«th. 
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John JMeilon. Green Tree Tavern, N. West corner of Penn 
and Sixth. This is the oldest tavern standing- in the borouglw 

Jonathan Greih, "White Horse. N. West corner of Penu 
and Seventh. 

John Mller. Rail Road Hotel. N. East comer of Penn 
and Seventh. 

3^8. Beitinger. William Tell Inn. (After the first of April 
next the sign will be the Bull's Head, keptbyj)avid D. Wei- 
wf.) Penn, between Seventh and Eighth. 

Philip Orth» Cross Keys. Penn, between Eighth ai>d 
Ninth. 

George B* Sterling, Mechanics' Hotel. N. East comer of 
Washington and Eighth. 

J(^ob D. Barnet. Eagle Hotel. S. East comer of Fifth and 
Washington. This is one of the mopt ancient tavema. 
' John ndfsnyder. Raid Eagle. Fifth, between Washington 
and Walnut. 

Samuel Beard. Farmers' Hotel. N. West corner of Fifth 
and Washington. 

Mrs, Levan, White Horse. Fifdr, between Washington 
and Walnut. 
John Kerlin, White Swan. Comer of Penn and Water 

streets. 

South of Penn street are the following : 

Henri/ Bheinhart, Washington Hotel. Corner of Pena 
and Water. 

Michael H, Nunnemacher, Plough apd Harrow. Peiui» 
near Third. • 

George GernanU Golden Swan. S, We8| corner of Penn 
and Fpurth, 

Daniel Finney. Mansion House. S. East corner of Penn 
and Fifth. 

Abraham Behm. Capt. Lawrence. Comer of Penn and 
Sixth. 

William Bapp, Butchers' Inn. S, East «OTnei ^f Pen* 
and Eighth. 
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Mraham Roland, Provers' Inn, Penn, between Eiglitli 
and Ninth. 

John H, Nagk, Mount Airy Hotel. 

John S. Kerper. Infantry. Franklin, between Seventh and 
Eighth. — Very ancient. 

Henry TVeldy. Eagle Hotel and Stage Office. Fifth, be- 
tween Penn and Franklin. 

Peter Stump, Bald Eagle. Corner of Fifth and Franklin. 
— Ancient, 

Andrew Davis, Washington House. Seyenth, opposite 

the Depot. 

Daniel Ferger. Gen, Harrison. Fifths between Penn and 

Franklin. 

Daniel Keehn. Napoleon Bonaparte- Corner of S#^entli 
and Spruce. 

Edward Davis, Mechanics' and Boatmens' Hotel. Long 
Island. 

John Frill. Horse and Boat. Corner of Third and Binga- 
man. 

Sreets and Alleys* 
The streets, with the exception of Water Street, are perfectly 
straight, and cross each other at right angles. Those running 
North and South,, zre^^ Water street, (following the bank of the 
river, and extending through the Borough) — Front street — (the 
firat of those following a straight course) — Second street. Third, 
Fourth, and so up to Tkjoelftk, near the foot of Penn's Mount 
and about one mile from the river. 

Those running East and West, beginning on the North, are 
Oak, Walnut, Washington, Penn, Franklin^ Chestnut, Spruce, 
Pine, Bingaman and Canal streets. 

Liberty and Billiard Alleys, extend through the borough 
East and West, on each side of Penn street, at the distance o^ 
half a square. There are also alleys between all the squares, 
running North and South ; commencing at liiberty and Billiard 
Alleys, and extending to the limits of the borough. 

Penn Street, from the Schuylkill to Fourth, is 80 feet in 
iridth ; from thence to the Farmere' Bank, 160 from thenc^tt 
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Keim & SticLter's .^'tore, 200 ; from thence to Sixth street, 160 • 
and fiom thence to ihe foot of Penn's Mount, 80 feet in width. 
North and Sculh Fifth street is 80 feet wide. All the other 
tftrects arc GO foct, and the alleys 20 feet in width, "Most of ' 
the streets are regularly graded, and covered with white gravel, 
intermixed with a small portion of potters' or fire clay, to tho 
depth of about eighteen inches. This gravel soon become* 
compacted and" cemented firmly together, and forms a very 
•mooth, hard and durable road, superior to any paved or ma- 
cadamized street. 

From the eastern boundary of Reading, toils western on th« 
Schuylkill, there is a fall of more than one hundred feet; and' 
the streets running north and south, also have a considerable 
fall. The water therefore runs off freely, and the streets -ar© 
easil^kept dry and clean. The pave;3ients in Kcading aro 
very broad and handsome, being from 13 to 22 feet in width; 
and those in the principal streets, are generally well made and 
kept in good order. 

Bridges. 

The Reading and Harrisburg Bridge, crosses the river 
Schuylkill at the foot of I'enn street. It has three arches, each 
200 feet span— whole length, GOO feet. It was built in 1816. 
The strength of this bridge is sufficiently proved by its having 
. stood firm through three freshets, each of which swept away 
jreat numbers of its cotemporaries. 

The Reading and Lancaster Bridge, at tlie foot of Bingaman 
«treetf5s composed of two arches, and is 352 feet long. It 
was built in 1831, In .January 1838, a portion of it was swept 
off by the freshet, and rebuilt in the summer foUovjring, 
Markets. 

The market houses stand in the middle of Market Square^ 
but are not very highly ornamental to that part of the town. 
Their mouldy and ruinous condition may make them objects of 
interest to persons of a romantic turn, but by tho citizens in 
general, I believe, they are regarded rather as nuisances. 

Public markets for the sale of provisions, are held every 
Wednesday and Saturday morning, and continue, from thefir^t 

Hj of AFil ^ ^« ^^^ ^*y °^ ^''"'"''^ ''''^^ '''^' "" ^ 
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and ftrom the first day of October to the first day of April, until 
nine o^clock. The stalls of the East Market House are rented 
by ^e Clerk of the market, to butchers, and the avails paid 
«ver to the Treasurer of the borough. 

The Clerk of the Market exercises a general supervision over 
the markets, reg4ilating the weights and measures, and taking 
cognizance of offences against the rules and regulations in re- 
gar^ to them. It is also made his duty to adjust according t9 
the Borough Standard, the weights and measures to be used by 
the storekeepers, victuallers, and all other dealers within the 
borough of Reading, and to stamp the same with the let- 
terft B. IL 

The West Market House is occupied by farmers for the saU 
of their own produce free of rent, but under the regulation and 
supervision of the Clerk of the Market, who, by a special or, 
di nance of the Borough, is directed to keep a sharp eye on all 
^alls of butter purporting to be a pound weight, which shall be 
offered for sale in the market, ox elsewhere in the borough of 
Reading. If found " too light, (in weight, not color,) they 
are declared to be forfeited.— An ordinance which shall reach 
the peccadillos of the milk sellers, is yet a desideratum. The 
subject is full of difiiculty ; still it is recommended to the consi- 
deration of the Town C ouncil . Some kind of chemical appara- 
tus perhaps But I am wamdering. The west or vegetable 

market, is constantly attended by a large number of persons, 
laale and female, some of whom come a distance of ten or 
twehe miks, bringing a plentiful supply of all kinds ef 
#9untry produce. 

"Up in the raoming early !»» 
Is the song of the blithe countiry women to the sleepy eitizsBs 
•f Reading, as they make iheir midnight entry into town, Well 
prepared and eager for the strife of trade. 

"Up in the morning's no forme!" 
Grumbles many a reluctant riser, as he staggers out of bed and 
liela for his nether garments ;— -submitting however, to th« 
mnseasonablp interruption of his rest, as his only chance ef 
lading au^rht in the inarkot, worth going to market fer, 
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CHAPTER VL 



Post OFnoK-^ARBivAL and Departurv of the Mails, Oab% 
AKD Stages— >pRiNTiN0 Offices — ^Baivks — PuJu«ic Build- 

OIKOS. 

The Post Office was established at Reading in 1793, and 

Gotleib Yungmann was appointed as the firstPost Master.-— 

Previous to diis time, letters were conveyed fiom Reading to 

Philadelphia and other important places, by private individuals 

upon their own account. 

In 1789, a two horse coach was started by Mr. Martin Haut* 

. man, to run weekly for the conveyance of passengers and let* 

•ers between Reading and Philadelphia. It made its passagt 

JAfiMghin two dat/8. Fare $2. Letter carriage— 3d. In 

1^90, the establishment was transferred to Alexander Eisenbeis. 

llh". Eisenbeis sold out in 1791, to William Coleiuan, who, 

toon after, started a coach also to Harrisburg, which performed 

its trips in the same time, and at the same rates of fare and 

postage as that to Philadelphia. 

' At the close of the year 1800, the mail was carried from hen 
to Sunbury once a week, on horse-back ; — to Lancaster, and 
Easton, otice a week, in a private two horse carriage«-*But it ia 
lime to speak of the present; 

The Po^t Office is kept in W. Penn St. near 4th;— P05/ iib»- 
ler, Samuel Ritter. 

; liilAiLs, — Philadelphia and Easton Mail, arrives daily by !• 
f»*clock A. M., and departs at 1. P. M. 

Harrisburg and Western Mail, arrives daily hy 13. A. M., . 
■nd departs at 11. A. M. (or sooner, if the Phila. Mail arrives.) 
FoUsvilkf Northumberland, &c. Mail, axrives daily by 19| 
P. M., departs at 10. A. M. 

Easton Mail, arrives every Tuesday, Thursday and Satuv-, 
day, by 5. P. M., and departs every Monday, Wednesday, and 
Friday, at 6* A* M. 

Lancaster Mail, arrives eveiy Tuesday, Thursday, and (Satur* 
day, by 6. P.. M., and departs eveiy Monday, W«^i^aj ani, 
Friday, at 9. A* M^ 
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Pine Grope Mail, arrives every Monday and Thursday* by 8 
P. M., and departs every Sundays and Wednesday at 7. A. M. 
The above mails are conveyed by Stage. The following, by 
Horse. 

Bo2/erstotvn, &c. Mail, arrives every Thursday by 13* M* 
and departs every Wednesday, at 5. A. M. 

Sumnytown Mail, arrives every Thursday by 5, P. M., de- 
parts every Wednesday at 6. A. M. 

* Blue Ball* Mail, arrives every Wednesday by 8. P. M., de- 
parts every Wednesday at 10. A. M. 

Phoentxville via Morgantown, &c., arrives every Tuesday hj 
6. P. M., departs overy Monday at 5. A. M. 

Do. via Brewer's, arrives every Saturday by 6. P. M. — de- 
parts every Friday at 8. A. M* 

{Bawnatown and Douglasaptlle are daily^ same as Phljad«l- 
phi?i Mail.) 

The PMladtlphia C^re, by the present arrangement, levtm 
Reading every day at IJ P. M., and arrive frooLPhiU. about 

11. A. M. 

Besides the mail, there are two daily Stages to Pottsvillsp 
which leave Heading on the arrival of the cars, and arriTo at 

12. M. 

An opposition line pf Stages to Harrisburg has been x^ecenlp 
ly started. Stage departs daily on the arrival «f the ctrt| «b4 
arrives from Harrisburg.at 12. M. 

Printing Offices. 

The first Newspaper published in Reading, called ike JSmm 
'tlhpatthef/isehe Zeit^ng (Neutral Times) was issued February 
IStb, 1789> by Messrs. Johnston, Barton and Yungmann, 

There are now seven weekly papers printed in the Borougk« 
which, with their respective publishers are as follows. 

John S. Richards, Berks and Schuylkill Journal, Office W* 
Penn St. between 4th and 5th, North side.-^This is the oldest 
English newspaper printed in the Borough. The first number 
appeared June 17th, 1816, and, it has been published imreaii^ 
Ijdly from^that date. 
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Knabb and Boyer, Reading Gazette, Office Weat Ptma St. 
between 4th and 6th, South side. 

Samuel Myers, Democratic Press, North 6th St. oppedti 
the new Court House. 

R. "Wilson Albright, Jeuerson Democrat, West P«nn, c»ar 
Fifth Btreel. - 

The following are published in German. 

Ritter and K^ssler, Readinflj Adler, West Penn,near 4th St. 
The Adler was first issued by Jacob Snyder & Co., thd 17tk 
January, 1797. 

A. Puwell«, Liberale Beobachter, South 6tl), near Penn St. 

William Schoener Esq. Alt Berko, North 5th, nemr Penn St 
Banks. 

The Office {of Discount and Deposit, wsm established in 
Reading, in 1808. — ^The Barking House of thia in&titution i« 
situated in West Penn, near 6th st. 

The Farmer's Bank of Reading, was incorporated in 1814. 
Their Banking House is situated in West Penn, near 5lh tt., 
iirftctly opposite tli^ office of Discount and Deposit. 

The Berks County Bank, was incorporated in 18M.— -Tlmr 
Banking-house is situated in, East Penn, near 5th st. 
Public Buildings. 

The jMdrket Houses, which, of all the^5/fc buildingSj havd 
1ilo most indisputable title to that nam^, have been already noti- 
ced. 

T&e Old Court House., was thus noticed about two y«ar« ago, 
by a writer in the Berks and Schuylkill Journal.— " The old- 
Court-house was erected in 1762, and is remarkable for nothing 
but its ugliness. It is placed in the very centre of the Borough, 
that it may be advantageously, seen, and most effectually mar th^ 
appearance of Reading, and. obstruct an extended and beautiful 
view, which might otherwise be enjoyed of the Borough from 
east to west, through Penn street, from the foot of Penn'« 
Mount to the Sf ;huylkill ; and from its notthem to its southern 
©xtremities, through Callowhill or Fifth street, — It is probable 
*«t i^is unsightly edifice will be demolished in tht eourst #f 
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the approaohing sununer, or as soon as the_new Codrt-House it 
completed." — ^The new Court-house has been completed for a 
coijsiderable time, but this "unsightly edifice" is still remaio- 
ing. The Commissioners seem to have forgotten it. 

The Jail was. erected in 1770. It is a large two story etonft 
building, and is very conspicuously situated at tbo corner of 
Fifth and Washington streets. It has a most uncouth appear- 
ance, and is a serious injury to the neighborhood in which it 
stands. It is hoped that a new Jail may be shortly erected in 
some retired situation in the vicinity of the new Court-house, 
and North Fifth street cleared of this grievous nuisance. 

TAe Public 'Offices^ or State-house, as it is generally called, 
was erected in 1793. It is a plain brick building, two stories 
high, and 100 feet front by 29 feet deep, situated at the corner 
of Penn and Fifth streets. The first story is divided into foux 
rooms, and was until recently, occupied by the County Ofiices. 
They have been lately removed however to the new Court 
House, and the rooms are now rented as private oflices. The 
second story is divided into two rooms, one of which is rent- 
ed to the Freemasons, and the other kept for public use. 

The Public Suildings of Reading had been for many years, 
both in number and ap^arance, v.«holly unworthy the size and 
general beauty of the town. But the new Court-house shows 
that the people of Berks County, if slow to undertake the work 
of improvement, arc thorough in its execution. 

This building was founded in 1838, and completed in Decem- 
ber, 1840; though the interior was sufficiently finished for the 
reception of the Court at ihe August Term preceding. It stands 
on an elevated ground plot in North vSixth street between Penn 
and Washington, containing 120 feet front by 230 feet deep, 
and is enclosed with a beautiful iron railing. 

The following description of this splendid work of art, is 
taken from the Democratic Press of July 14, 1840. It is al- 
most too long to transcribe; butlhe great inteiest of the subject, 
and the elegance and artist-like style of the description itselfj 
are sufficient guaranty of its acceptableness to the reader— and 
rsoder it a grateful office thus to redeem it-from oblivion, 
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"This beautiful structure was designed by T. U. Waltefj 
Architec t of Philadelphia, and erected according to his diiec* 
tions. It is Composed in the Ionic order of Grecian Architec* 
ture, and its dimensions are sixty two feet front, one hundred 
^nd eighteen feet deep, and one hundred and forty six feet to the 
top of the cupola. 

" The front consists of a rusticated basement of ten feet i A 
height, supporting a portico composed of six columns, each 
three feet six inches in diameter and thirty feet high, surmount- 
ed by an enlablatufb and pediment, the whole of which is con. 
structed of chissel-dressed red sand stone executed in a very 
superior manner. The bases of the columns, the capitals, and 
the cornice are particularly worthy of notice as beautiful speci- 
mens of workmanship ; — the graceful and glowing lines of the 
volutes or scrolls, on which depend so much of the charm of 
the Grecian Ionic Capitol, have been most perfectly developed ; 
and the boldness, correctness and spirited finish exhibited in all 
the mouldings, as well as in every other prominent feature of 
the edifice, render this structure an object well calculated to 
awaken agreeable emotions of taste. 

"The building is surmounted by a cupola of twenty-four feet 
three inches in diameter at the base, a^^ eighty-four in height 
above the roof, presenting a conspicuous and beautiful object in 
approaching the borough ; — the lower part -of it forms a sort of 
octagonal pedestal or basement for the superstructure, and con- 
tains the chamber for the clock; the exterior of its four opposite 
sides are ornamented with massy olive wreaths which are in* 
tended to encircle the clock dials. — Above this basement rise 
8 columns, proportioned from those on the Tower of the Winds 
at Athens, supporting a bold and effective entablature. From • 
the top of the peristyle rises a plain octagonal turret of nine 
feet two inches in diameter, and eighteen feet six inches high, 
finished with a frieie and cornice, surmounted by an ogee- 
formed dome, and -crowned with a beautiful colossal statue of 
the Goddess of Liberty,* sculptured by the younger Rush ; — 
this statue is as perfect in execution, as it is graceful and spirited 

*Coit of Statue, $283,50. 
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in design, exhibiting a degree of taste and skill in the artist 
•f the highest order. 

"The interior of the building embraces a basement story of 
eleven feet in height, a principal story of eighteen feet, and an 
attic of thirteen feet six inches. 

** The basement contains six large rooms ranged on each side 
«f a spacious hall running through the building, all of which 
have fire-proofs atiached to them, constructed with a solidity 
and strength which insures our public records against the pos- 
sibility of destruction or depradation ; — these rooms are appro* 
priated to the use of the Recorder of Deeds, the County Com- 
missioners, the Prothonotary, the Clerk of the Orphan's Court, 
Clerk of Quarter Sessions, the Register of Wills and the Coun- 
ty Treasurer. There are also two large vaults under the portico. 
'"The principal story is chiefly appropriated to the Court 
room, the dimensions of which are fifty-six feet by seventy-five 
in the clear. — An alcove or recess is formed opposite to the door 
©f entrance, of twenty-six feet in width by twelve feet in depth, 
which is occupied by the Judge's bench, the whole arrange- 
ment of which presents a model of beauty and boldness in 
Architecture which gives character and dignity to the room. — 
An Architrave extends across the recess, resting at the ends on 
Greek antse, and supported intermediately by four Ionic column* 
of the most graceful proportions. — The bench is placed in front 
of the columns, and afifords a pleasing combination of linee and 
forms enriched with sculptural mouldings and choragic wreaths; 
it measures fourteen feet three inches in length, and the plaV 
form on which it stands is elevated three feet six inches above 
the floor of the room. 

" The south side of the alcove opens into a retiring room #f 
Bine by fifteen feet, and the north into a room containing a pri- 
Tate staircase, leading into the basement. 

"The portion of the court room appropriated to the speoto. 
tors is constructed with an inclination so as to afford a good 
Ti^w from the remotest seats, and the arrangement of the wholi» 
is ample and complete, not only for the coKvenlen^e and 



y Google 



44 THE DESCRIPTION 07 THZ 

comfort of the Judges, the Lawyers, and the Jurors, but al»<j 
for a large audience; while, at the same time, its architectural 
character and magnitude, render it a most agreeable object of 
taste. 

"The attic story is dfyided into eight rooms, varying in site, 
ftom sixteen by twenty-three, to twenty-three by twenty-three 
feet, one of which is appropriated to the Grand Jury, three 
Common or Traverse Jury rooms, two Arbitration rooms, one 
Witness room adjoining that of the Grand Jury, arfd one room 
foi the Town CouzicH. 

"The highest meed of praise is cert.inly due to the commie- 
sioners,* for the good taste they have evinced in providing so 
beautiful and convenient a structure to embellish our county, ren- 
der our records secure, and accommodate our courts, as well m 
for their firmness and fearlessness in encountering the difficul- 
ties and vexations which naturally attend the accomplishment 
of such an undertaking. 

**Tothe superintendents, and master carpenter*, Messrs. 
Joseph and William Henry, belongs also the most unqualified 
•ommondation for the masterly manner in which they have con- 
ducted the execution of the whole work ; as the plans of sn 
Architect were probably never carried out with greater skill and 
•orrectness than were those of Mr. Walter by these young nm- 
tires of our own countv. 

** Great praise is also due to Messrs. John and George Mats- 
bsrger, the master Bricklayers; to Mr. Christian Greiner, wbs 
ftirnished the sand stone for the front, and to Mr. F. H. Wit- 
man, for the beautiful and permanent manner in which he et#- 
•uted the painting of the building. 

Th» whole cost of the Court-house was $58^d4d 46. Tiiis 
sum was applied and expended during the progress of its co«- 
strsction, ab follows— 

In 1838 . ^ • • . . ♦19,546 ft7i^ 
1839 . • ^ • - - 16,lli 49^ 

X840 - . ^ - - - 83,184 §5 

^^^ Total ji6d,844M 

* Jsho liy^Kt, David K^, MivWol Rotfinydor^ 
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The foregoing account includes the e^Kpenses of the Court 
Crier's House, the furniture 6f the Offices, JuryRoOms, Court 
Room, and Arbitration and Council Uooms. 



CHAPTER VIII. 

MANUrAdTCRES A!^D PuBLtC IMPROVEMIENTS. IroN WoRKS — * 

Canai.« A?fo Rail Road«— Water Company — MixkKal 

*'SpiiiNo. 

Some idea of the ordinary business of Reading, may b« 
gatibereU from the account of trades and pursuits, given in a 
pteeeding chapter. But this Borough is of late assuming an 
importance from Hs manufactures and public improvements, 
which demands for these a seperate notice. 

' No manufacturing was done in Reading previous to the year 
163^'exo6pt in the articks of boots and shoes, hats and stone • 
vfme. Since that period the Iron and Nail Works of Messrs. 
Hem, Whitaker & Co., the Iron & Brass Foundry of lilessr?. 
Darling, Taylor & Co., the Locomotive Engine Manufactory 
and Machine dhop of D. H. Dotterer & Co«^ the Stationary , 
, ^ao9-£ngine and Rifle Barrel Manufactory of William G. 
Taylor, the Foundry of Adam Johnston, tlie Auger Manufaclo- 
ly of Messrs. Rankin & Philips, the Steam Saw Mill and Chop- 
ping MHi t)f Meesrs. Ferry and trill, and three shops, for man- 
afacturing Horse Power Thrashing Machines, Corn Shellers, 
Pjatent Ploughs, Revolvfng Hay Rakes, Cultivators, &c., havt 
heen established. 

There are also two Flour Mills in the borouffh. 'ftie C3t ten- 
sive flouring Mill occupied by Mr. George Smith, is a larg^ 
brick building, four stories high. It has four pair of stont«, 
wd manvfactoret 8,000 banrels of flour a yiear. 

JtM following description of some of tht ^rineipai Trom 
Wofks have b«en obligingly furni$h«d »«. 
m 1 
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Tba ^Beading Nail and Iran Wwhz^^'* owned by Messrt, 
Keioif Wbitaker & Co., are situated in the soathern part of 
the boroughf near the base of the Neversink Mountain, and be- 
tween the river Schuylkill and the Philadelphia and Reading- 
Rail Road. 

«'The RoIHb; Mill is a heavy frame building, 130 by 166 
feet, baring seven reverberatory furnaeea; fovi of which are 
ibr puddling, and three for heating iron. It is divided into 
ti^iM divisiossor mills, viz; One ibr rolling large bar iron, 
r(MUid, s^avfr and flat, and also nail plates and band iron. One 
for paddled iron, which is also fitted for sheet and boflei iron» 
and one ^ small round, square, and scroll iron.. 

^'Tbe Puddle Mill also has a squeezer attached, ibr formfng: 
the balls or loops coming from the furnace, into a convenient 
shape for entering the large rolls. There ase alse five pair ci 
shears for different purposes, some of which are sufficient^ 
strong to cut billets of iron of two inches square witfi ease. 

^'Immediately adjoining the Rolling Mill, and connected 
therewith, is the nail factory — a substai^tial and massive brick 
building, 75 by 50 feet, 2 stories high, having on its principal 
floor thirty machines for cutting nails : say from ad up to seven 
inch spikes. The basement story contains the dnun» and bellst 
that drive the machinery above, and also the grind^^tone, and 
is used as a store-house for nails, of which it. 1(5. «tpid»le of 
storing several, thousand kegs. 

••The whole of the machinery is driven by a steam engine of 
ISO horse po,wer-«high pressure— built, in l€t35, by McGlurg^ 
Wade & Co. of Pittsburgh.. 

"This establishment employs about one hundred hand»— 
consumes annually from 80 to 90 thousand bushels of Mtumi- 
nous, and upwards of two thousand tons of Anthracite Copl- 
and turns out daily from 5 to 6» tons of naMs, and ten tons at 
meirehant iron, ready for market. 

*< Besides the principal building already mentioned, tiierear^ 
several others in the immediate yidnity, andl belonging to ^ 
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toncern — viz, a blacksmith shop with two fires ; a coopeY shop, 
where from 8 to 10 coopers are coiistantly employed in makihg 
toail-k^gs — also a counting-house, store-houses for iron, tool- 
houses, &c. &c. 

*' Tke Locomotive and Steam Engine Manufactory, of D. H. 
Dotterer & Co., is situated immediately on the Canal, and a 
-short distance -above the Lancaster Bridge, The Machine 
'5$hop is a brick building, 145 by 33 feet, one half of which is 
3 stories high. The Smith Shop and Engine House is 96 by 
24 feet, and one and a half stories high. The Stationary Eh- 
gine of this establishment is of 15 horse power, and used for 
propdling the machinery, and blowing cylinders for the Fotm- 
dry of Messrs. Darling, Taylor & Co. D. H. Dotterer & Co» 
have built, in the last year, 6 first class Locomotive Engines, 
and re-built 3. In the same time they have built 3 Stationaiy 
Engines, besides doing the work of a general machine shop. 
The buildings and machinery are sufficient to turn c»xt 12f fimt 
class Locomotives a year, along with the other work. This 
•establishment has been in successful operation about three 
^ears; and the average number of hands employed is 30 jonr- 
Jieymen and 16 apprentices. 

''Adjoining the above establishment is ihe Iron and JBraas 
Foundry o( D^rVing, Taylor & Co. The Iron Foundry is a 
brick building, 90 by 45 feet, and one story high, with a stee- 
ple and bell. Bellows and Cupola House, 70 by 30 feet, part 
«f which is two stories high. Connected with the Foundry is 
an Air Furnace of the largest class ; building, 20 by 30 feet, 
and a Cupola of the largest class, the air for which is supplied 
^y a pair of Iron Blowing Cylinders, constructed upon the 
most improved plaji. The above establishment is calculated 
to make castings of all dimensions. — jiUo, Forge Hammers* 
Anvils, &c. The number of hands employed is 16. The 
Brass Foundry and Smith Shop, is 100 by 25 feel, one and a 
Mf stories high, of brick. The Brass department is cato- 
lated to cast Brasses of every description, and bells of all sizes 
equal in point of tone, to any cast in the U, States, The other 
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part; of th« building is occupied by two forge fires for the u§© 
of Foundry »nd Thrashing Machine shop, 50 by 30 feet, and 
2 stories high ; in )srhich are built Horse Poweif and Thrash- 
ing ^lachines of the most improved construction, and all 
icinds of agricultural implements. — Nuinber of hands employ- 
ad— 5 journeymen ; and have manufactured for sale from 75 to 
100 Machines the past season. 

The above Foundry has been in operation abgul five years.'* 

The Reading Stationary Steam Engine Manufactory of W. 
G. Taylor, is situated on Water, near Penn street. 

Those works employ a large number of bands, and do a large 
and extensive business. They have constructed a great 
number of Engines of various power, which have uni- 
formly proved of excellent quality. Boilers for locomo- 
tive and other engines are made here; and also Mill Gearing, 
Lathes ,Drilte, and a variety of other machinery. Connected 
with this establishment is a Rifie Barrel -Manufactofy, which 
tttms out over 3000 barrels annually. 

The New Foundry of Mr. Adam Johnston, was put in opera- 
tion during the last year, and is situated at the corner of Chest- 
nut and Eighth streets. The building is of brick, 25 by 59 
•feet, and at pr^^ent employs eight hands. The Machine Shop 
is 26 by 36 feet. From the experience of Mr. Johnston, in the 
bufifiness, and hid well known skill as a practical moulder, 
there is little doubt that thi& new establishment will thrive and 
prosper in business, and jnrove a valuable acquisition to the 
borough. 

Thp extent to which manufactures have grown up in Read/ 
ing within the last four or five years, and their success thus 
fiir, add confidence to the opinion, now pretty generally enter- 
tained, that this town possesses no ordinary advantages for 
mahufaeiuring operations. As yet they are confined princi- 
pally to some biralnch of the iron business ; but woollen ard 
other Victories will probably soon be established. The bo* 
lough already ^mIs the benefits of this new interest, in the in- 
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tsTease of populatioA and businesa which it has brought to th« 
place; and it is pretty certain, that if Reading is destined to 
increase greatly in size or importance, it must be by the im- 
provement of its natural advantages, and becoming an eitten- 
«ive manufactaring town. 

Public Improvements. - ' 

The SchuylhiU Canal commences at Port Carbon, in th« 
"coal region— -passes through Reading, and terminates in Phila- 
delphia* It is 108 miles long, with 117 lift locks, overcoming 
a fall of 610 feet. 

The Union Canal commences at Middletown, on the Sus. 
quehanna— enters the Schnylkill at Reading, near the foot of 
Penn street, and continues in and along the river for about tw« 
miles below Reading, where it forms a junction with th« 
Sekuytkill Caaal. 

These canals are of the highest Importance to Reading — th« 
«se affording a cheap and safe mode of transportation to Phila-* 
•delphia and Pottsville, and the other connecting with the Penn- 
sylvania Canal, at Middletown, opens a direct line of trans- ' 
pertation to Pittsburg, and the far West. — ^The business fur- 
nished by tkem gives employment to a large number of our ci- 
titens ; and the various improvements of bridges and buildings 
exacted along and upon them, adds much to the appearance of 
thst part of the boroagk through which they pass. The build- 
ings belonging to the Schuylkill Canal Company, occupied by 
Mr. Samael Griseom, are very elegant, and the large and beaii- 
idfial gtrleaa attached to them, are probably unequalled by any 
In the bwaoglu 

'7%e Philadelphia and Reading Rail Road has been for som« , 
time in operation between Reading and Philadelphia, a dis- 
tance of 68 miles. It is being continued on to Pottsville, an^ 
it nearly completed, and will shortly be in operation, as far as 
Pfirt Clinton, where it intersecte with the Little Schuylkill 
Cetl Company's Rail Road to their conJ mines. From Potts- 
TiMe to Philadelphia there will be no ascending grad«, but a 
descent of nineteen inches to the mile. A.a ext^sive'Uid elo- 
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l^ntD^tM (erected at R««|li;^.. Afine ap^eclittenofwrt U^xr 
hibited in a cut, ^twenty^two and ^ half f»$et deep;, (ot the pa^*.. 
•age oJf' the Rail -rosfd through th^ town, ^ith , five aubsjiaQU^I 
bridges crossing the sf^me. Thiar cut lyas.|l^(0^ke4;tbro^gh in, 
18S9, by Messrs. Grauland Henry, by whom aI^P the 0/eppt 
was erected in 1836. 

Abatract of the business done on the above, Rail Road, dar- * 
ing the year ending. December 3 1» 1840. 

Whole number of pass.engers transported on the , 

Road,' 60,516 , 

fiqusU to 33,325 oyer the whole length pf the road. 

Whple amount of freight, including 38,385 
bblS| ^pur, ' 16,850 tons.^. 

Total receipts for freight and passengers, .. $100»764 63, 

The Beading Water Company^ first brought water, into the. 
borough, in If 23. Since t-hs^t .time, jtheir >york^ have been 
greatly iipproyed andenlarged.. „ , The ipy^n is aupplie4 .with aft t. 
•zceilenVsprin^ of watery led into :a reseryoi^, iiear the, head . 
of Peniv.street, frcjim y^h,enj5^ it is candied th.rpugh the y^iov» 
atreet|. b^ njeans of iron pipe,, s^ ag^egat^dis^nce of be** 
tween two or three miles,, fpr the several sectiot^.^f tbeinhabi-^ 
tatits. Tida' water Is furnished to u^ard^. of^ve Hundnd ! 
families^ There sir eighteen fir^ plugs, located af.the mo8t< 
eonvenieiit points; and a large reaerviorhaf* he^n lately madet^ 
and is Mpt coniLantly filled, as a resouirepi^.casepfiSre.^ Ti^ ^ 
expenses of tli& \V^ter Companyt from >hji^.poinginencemi&Rl p£ > 
works uj^ to April 1B40, were f^^^Qnp^.apd thftaTetage.|»ett . 
income from xh,^ water rents amounla to $1,600 pi^^aiuivaau- . • 

The readep--if he^ haa diligently read aU thaj.go^^oi:!^ 
M no douDt satisfied that R 

m a business point of view, and is, in verity, ja.fhrifty,J^a 
Besa-doing Ibwn. ^ Dut haye y^u no, prpyi$if:^:jfor .pl^^ai^... 
iriaxaltoiT for tnpse whom i^usin<^S8 ha| inaj(|ie,^j^sa^ \ 

I heai^liiin asiti— perfiaps growipff aiitd? lypATy timaelf:— ^no . 



.perhaps |^owip^|ijl|t^^^ jjje^y 4i|^:^f:. 



imtiting Mtraat fur ^health and ^ji;itic^ 



y Google 



nwfi^bat of 0iieb also as are w^arv with noiie^ 
, The NuTHvy^ which has been noticed m another place, is 
one o^the mosteharming redorUt that taste and ingennily qo»I4 
dttiriaef for the oomfort of those oppressed with the toil and bs^ 
of the Town. Here is realised all that the imagiiMiti^ is •*- 
castomed to pietiire as delightful in rural scenery. 

Those who take deliffht in clambering ^vfer hills* and brea^ 
ing the fresh mountain air, have the Neversink and Penn's 
Mount, with their winding and shady paths bordered with 
flowers, inviting them to this invigorating' and wholesome eft- 
joyrnent, and opening to their view a yariety of scenery, rarely 
equallje^ ia richness or beauty. 

But the most common resort of our citizens for recreation 
and amusement, is the Mineral Spring* The xouter oi t^ 
/oun/atn which has given its name to the place, is not the prin- 
cipal object of attraction, nor is it made much account of at* 
present^ though said to possess excellent mineral qn&lities, and 
may. It is not unlikely, before many years, take its rank among ' 
the fashionable watering places of the country.— This romantic 
spot is situated about two miles to the east of the tdwn. It is 
a narrow valley or ravine between high and steep hills, througb 
which runs a fine stream of w^ter. ' It is so completely hedged 
about with mountains,and well shaded with original forest trees, 
as to be almost entirely screened from the influence of the sun, 
and is ten or fifteen degrees cooler in summer than the open 
country around. The Hotel, an<l various works designed for 
the comfort and entertainment of visitors^are kept in excellent 
repair ; and under the supervision of the present proprietort 
Mr. JToTin Coleman, present no ordinary attractions. 



CttAFVI?ll^3fe^ 
Tms pMpk oC RittdiBf art doing mock rnor* fer the edi 
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I'mii of yovtk at die present than any former period, ^eie 
seems to he a detenaination to place the all-important cause of 
educattbn on a footing worthy of the wealth and size of the 
town. The direction of the vartous institutions of learning 
has heen entrusted in efficient and faithful hands, whose effort*; 
have met with such success, that the necessity which many of 
our citizens have heretofore felt of sending their children away 
from home to school, will, it is believed, no longer urge to that 
course. 

Reading Academy, — ^This institution received its charter from 
the Legislature in 1778. In 1836, owing to bad management 
or w^t of patronage, it had become considerably involved in 
debt, and was suffered to cease operation. It was revived in 
the spring of 1840, and has since sustained a deservedly high 
cbsracter. The course of instruction is extensive, embracing 
the ancient and modem Languages, Mathematics, and all the 
I^igUsh branches usually taught in Academies and High 
Schools. ' This institution is under tha charge of the Rev. J. 
R« Goodman, Principal, assisted by Mr. William H. Bourns, 
Instrooter in Latin and Greek, Mr. G. Xav. Wagner, Teacher 
of Modem Languages, and Dr. John P. Hiester, Lecturer on 
Chetiftislty. The number of scholars is 64, — all young gentle- 
men, who alone are admitted. 

The Academy building is a two story brick edifice, 50 by 60 
feet square. On the first floor are two school rooms, 23 by 33 
feet each, and two recitation rooms, 16 by 19 feet. The second 
floor contains a Hall 47 by 35 feet---16feethi^h; and two rooms^ 
each 16 by 19 feet. — ^The front of the building is in imitation 
of the Doric order, with four pilasters supporting an entabla- . 
lure and pediment. The Cupola is of the same order. It was 
arected in 1840, by Messrs. Krauser and Schreyden ; and is si"* , 
taated in North Fourth street. 

The Reading Female Samftary^ was incorporated in tha 
•priRg of 1838, and was put in operation soon after. By tha 
wiaa and libeial p(^y of th«) Tniatees, a saitable pacauiary 
prarttioa mm Inaitiii'tba wpting^ IMOt forproeorhigtha ^t^ 
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▼ices of the best of instructors ; and accordingly the institution is 
in a very prosperous and flourishinor condition, and has a<v5[uir- 
ed a credit which is bringing to it many pupils from abroad* 
The Seminary is under the charge of Mr, A. W. Middlemiss, 
Principal, assisted byMrs.Middleraiss. The branches taught,are 
English and French Languages and Literature, Botany, Chem- 
istry, Natural Philosophy, &c. &c. The number of pupils is 
62. — ^The above school is kept in one of the rooms of the Aca- 
demy, until a suitable building can be erected. 

The Femafle Seminary, and the Academy, recejve each an 
appropriation of $500 from the State, on condition of their hav- 
ing a certain number of scholars, which both of them overrun. 

Private Schools. — ^^Fhere are nine different private or select 
schools in the borough, at which a large number of 3'outh are 
instructed. Several of these are in the charge of teachers who 
have long occupied their present situations, and sustain a high 
reputation in their profession. 

There are three infant schools, which are also private — per- 
haps of course. 

Public /ScAoo/j.-T-The number of public or free schods pit pre- 
sent in operation is thirteen i five of which, that is, three for 
males and two for females, are in the north district, otwarfl^ti^ 
it is usually termed; and ^ight in the south district or ward, 
of which four are for males, and four for females.— The num- ' 
ber of sclK)lar^ entitled to the privilege of the free schools is 
about 2,000, considerably more than half of whom, belong to 
the 90uth ward. The number that received instruction in them 
the. last year was 913. The number of scholars receiving in-, 
stroetion iniall the schools and institutions of learning in Read- 
ing, during the last year, was 2,532. The School Tax raised 
in the north, ward was $2,800; in the south ward, $2,600. — 
The School Directors arp-*-forthe JJorth Ward, Samuel Myers, 
William Schooner, Benjamin Davis, John Roland, 6eo. Graul, 
Jacob Fricker;— 4br the Southward — Daniel Hain,Wm. Dar- 
Jing, Jonathan Shearer, Mile H. Ferry, Edward Davis, Johri 
K. Wright.- 
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There are at present four public school houses.^-One situated 
in Franklin street between 7th and 8th. This is a two sto^ 
trick building, 45 by 55 feet square, was erected in 1839. — One 

situated in Chestnut street, between Third and Fourth. This 
Is a two story brick building, 45 by 55 feet, and erected in 1840. 
Each of the above houses is divided into four apartments, and 
has a cupola. — One in Washington street between 8th and 9th, 
which is a one story brick building, 42 by 30 feet, bull tin 1838^ 
and one at the corner of Walnut and Sixth streets, which is also 
a one story brick building 45 by 30 feet, built in 1840. 

The free school system has not yet been brought into its per- 
fect operation in Reading. The efforts of the directors have 
been hitheito in some measure baffled by the opposition with 
which the system has met from a portion -of our citizens. But 
the difficulties encountered have been in a good degree over- 
come; very convenient houses have been erected for the accom- 
modation of these schools, and the community of Reading are 
likely soon to be in the full enjoyment of the rich blessings 
which naturally flow from this system, as the only one by 
which the whoU people can ever be educated. 

Sunday Schools, ^^Theie have been Sunday Schools connected 
with several of the churches in Reading for a considerable 
length of time. These, in the absence, or defective operation 
of the common school system, have been of incalculable ser- 
vice, in giving to a great number of children the first rudiments 
of a common education, as well as in affording them moral and 
religious instruction, which is their peculiar object. There are 
at this time eight different schools, the average attendance of 
which is probably not less than twelve hundred. Two of th^se 
schools are connected with the Presbyterian church, and one 
with each of the following, viz: the Episcopal, the Lutheran, 
the German Reformed, the Universalist, Methodist, Baptist and 
Catholic churches. 
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CHAPTER X. 

SoCtETlSS, CbAAITABLE AND LlTSRARY — LIBRARIES. 

It has been justly observed, that Reading is distinguished 
for the number of its societies, and the facility with which a 
society, for any purpose, may be started. An incredible num- 
ber of associations have at one-time or another had an existence, 
some of which were of an absurd or ludicrous character. A 
large portion of them, however, were as readily abandoned as 
^hey were inconsiderately formed ; insomuch that now, when 
a new association is announced,it is scarcely expected to sustain 
more than an ephemeral existence. This, however, is not the 
case with all ; — a part of those that were valuable, have sur- 
vived for a number of years ; and a few perhaps that are not 
of much value. 

In enumerating the societies of Reading, I shall follow the 
excellent ckusifieaiion of a writer in the Berks and Schuylkill 
Journal whom I have already had occasion to quote :— " In 
Reading," he says, *' we have now, or have, had, the Masonic 
Fraternity and the Dorcas Society. The Red Men and the Soup 
Society . The Native Men and the Female C oterie. The Odd 
Fellows and the Sewing Society. The Masonic Fraternity 
and the Maternal Association. The Concert Club and the Tea 
Party jollifications. TheGarrick Association and the Thes- 
pian Board. The Benevolent Society and the Free Trades 
Uniota." — ^The Franklin, Cordwainers, and Berks County Be- 
neficial Societies. The Cabinet, Youth's Institute, Junior As- 
•ociation, Apprentice's Company, Mechaoics' 'Institute, Mr. 
chanics' and Workingmen's Society, William Penn Institute, 
besides Bible, Education, Missionary Sabbath School, Tract, 
Temperancef Colonization, Debating and other Societies. 

A large number of the above societies are long since defunct ; 
•nd many more am in a very aickly condition. A few of them 
deserre a more parttCQlar notice. 
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Matonte FrattrnHy.^The following account of this institu- 
tion in Reading, was politely futnished by a gentleman who 
stands high in the Order. " The Masonic Order, was establish- 
ed in Reading as early as 1794, nntoawwrrant from the Right 
"Worshipful Q/jind Lpdg^ of Peansylvania. The late Wiiliam 

Bell, , Esq. had.ihe honor of beiiig its ^st presiding officer. 

IaODQE ^^fo. 62, ha&ever enibiaced iaitajmembers some of the 
most respeqtable per^^ns ^f Beading, and. the county of Berks. 
Tiiiere a^p-paw ei^ hty-^ight .active members of the Lodge, be- 
siijes a J^iMjoaber. of honorary .members.— Chapter No. 152, 
h|Olds iUwari:aatfE<Mathe,Kjj;ht-W#rsiiipful Grand! I oly Royal 
Arch CUfpter of Penns^l^aai?. This body is also in a very 
flourisjiii^ C9ndition.^Tiie members of the Order contemplate 
erecting a #M(witc.2to^/efortheir/greater convenience,.and the 
ornamept of the Borough." 

The Garrick Association of Heading. — ^This Dramatic A»- 
sociation wa/s formed saverjil years ago, and.has been continued 
ip operation vyith ^ gpod ^harc of prosperity lo the present time. 
Tljey have a.hall in the oldacjideray building, neatly fitted up 
and fui^nished for their performances. The society numbers 
aj)0\it .twenty ine^pttbersr^aUyoupgrnenof the borough of Read- 
ing, pf very respectable families and good standing in society 
T^ Cai«7^/.-~Tbis association was formed about threeyears 
ago. Its4esigi?^ was to j)reaiote.research and diffuse information 
upon scientl^c subjects, thi^ougb the. medium of lectures by the 
XQ^C^ipal^. A s^^l) byit well chosen, chemical and otlier appara- 
t^p axvd a cpUection of minerals, weze obtained ; and the exer- 
tipn^ of the assocjjatipa have been attended with inteiest and 
profit, tp the members and ot|^er$. Lectures are delivered rc- 
gi^Jy >eye^y Tjhursday eveijing during the fall and winter, and ' 
mecjLings iqx the tfansaction of business are held once a month 
during the jreijaainder of the year. Several members have oc- 
casionally aiEsisted |n lecturing) but this duty has fallen princi- 
pally upon pr. J. P. Hiester, whose lectures and experiments 
upon chemistry have proved peculiarly interesting to the young, 
10 whoke interest and apprehension he has the happy faculty of 
•xplaining the most abstruse parts of the science. 
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William Penn Institute, — ^This association has been in exis- 
tence several years, under the name of the Junior Association. 
A short time since, the plan and constitntion of the society 
were somewhat- altered, atnd the present title adopted. It is 
composed princip^ly of clerks in onrstOTes, and young mecha- 
nics, and embraces a large number of young men, who are anxi- 
ous for their (^n and each other's intelleciual improvement. 
The debates of this society are held weekly in a convenient 
room, which they have elegantly furnished for their ute, and 
which ako serves Uiem as a reading room. They have the pre- 
sent season got up a course of popular lectures, delivered by 
eminent men oi this and other placesi the avails of which are 
to be appropriated to increasing the library of the Institution, 
g • Mechanic's /n«/t7»/c.— This Society was formed between one 
and two years ago, and is composed chiefly of mechanics and 
apprentices. Feeling the importance of mental cultivation to 
them as men and members of society, and acknowledging their 
deficiences in this respect, they associated themselves with the 
view of pronSoting their mutual improvement. They are or- 
ganized under an appropriate constitution and bye-laws, to 
which strict obedience is rendered. Debates, Lectures, Essays 
and Recitations are among their weekly exercises, and are con- 
ducted with a zeal and good feeling honorable to the members, 
and ensuring a high degree of success in the object for which 
they are associated. The formation of a library is embraced in 
the plan of this society. 

Library Companies. 

There are three libraries in Reading, one German and two 
English. 

The German Library contains a large number of well selected 
works, but is not at tlie present time open to the use of the pub- 
lic. It is said that the Company is indebted to two or three in- 
dividuals, who have adopted the course of sequestering the 
library for the security of their money. How long this valua- 
ble collection of books will be suflfered to remain in its present 
s 1. 
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precarious coBdition, or what disposition will finally be m^ 
of it, it is difficjuU to conjecture. 

Tlie Beading Library, is a large collection, containing coany 
valuable and standard works. There are however entirely too 
many novels; and a large portion ^ the otiier works are rather 
ancient. These however are vahiable, and if some of the trashy 
novels and romanqes were dieased from the shelves, and thek 
places supplied with judicieusly chosen modem works, this 
would become a most excellent library. 

FrankHh i^Vary^.— This Mbrary was formed to supply a want 
that had been for many yeftis^ seriously f^lt in Reading, of some 
collection of useful books, which, by the low terms of aeeess, 
might be placed within thexeacih of a//,.e^>ecia?>y of the y/oaa%gy, 
who have a desire tx> *iead. Tbe expense of membership is 
onlv fifty cents a year, which admits the individual to the use 
of a ehoice selection of about two hundred voMmes — all useful 
and instructive works. This trifling sum may be easily afford- 
ed by every person, and serves, through mere force of the idtea 
of possessing a share, to give the lAembers- a greats interest in 
the library, and make them more likely to improve its benefits, 
than if admission were gratuitous ; — and at the same time, be- 
ing carefully applied to the purchase of new books, it.i& suffi- 
cient to pxocuie , in the course of a few years, an extensive anck 
m9st v^duable library. This institution has been in operatiotk 
a little more than a year, and from thenumber of members and 
the extent to which the books are read, it seems to be w«n an- 
swering the purpose for which it was designed. 

Besides the above, there is a Circulating Library , kept by 
Mr* Harper. There ^xe a good many excellent books in this 
collection, but a much larger share of novels and other light 
reading ; and, unfortunately, this ^ the po^n most read. 
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CHAPTER XI. 

Government op the Borough of Reading—Fire Companies 
— ^Military Officers and Companies. 

Reajping was erected into a borough, by an act of the Gene- 
ral Assembly passed September 12, 1783. The original act of 
incorporation was repealed on the twenty ninth of March 1813, 
and the present act passed. 

The government of the borough is vested in a Chief Burgess^ 
Assi»taBt Burgess, and Town Council composed of nine mem- 
bera, who are declared a body politic and corporate, by the name 
and style of " The Chief Burgess and Assistant Burgess and 
Town Co«ncilof the Borowgh of Reading r' to have perpetual 
. succession; to be capable of taking and holding property, real, 
personal or mixed, not exceeding in yearly value the sum of five 
thousand dollars ; to sue and be sued in any court of law of tkis 
commonwealth ; and to have and use a common seal. 

The stated meetings of the Town Council, (five of whom 
r^onstitute a quorum,) are held quarterly, on the last Saturdays 
of April, July, October and January, at the Council Room m 
the new court-house. At A^ich meetings, th6y are empowered 
to revise, repeal or amend, all existing bye-laws and ordinances, 
and directed to enact such other bye-laws and make such rules, 
regulaticns and ordinances, as shall be deemed by a majority 
of said council necessary to promote the peace, good order, 
benefit and advantage of the borough; and the power is given 
them of raising taxes necessary for carrying such rules, ordi- 
nances and bye-laws into complete effect. 

The Chief Burgess, or in his absence or inability to act, the 
Assistant Burgess, is authorized and required to carry into eflfect 
all bye-laws and ordinances enacted by the town council ; and 
has jurisdiction in all cases of dispute that may arise between 
the corporation and individuals under the act of incorporation, 
or any bye-laws enacted by the town counsil ; and also pow^er 
to mitigate or remit fines and forfeitures on just and reasonable 
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excuse being rendered. The right of appeal, howeyer, is given, 
to the court of common pleas, except in what relates to the im- 
posing and collecting of the borough tax, and apimintments 
made by the town council. 

The above named officers, together with a Town Clerk, 
Treasurer, and Clerk of the market, and two supervisors of the 
streets, lanes, &c. of the borough, are elected annually on the 
first Monday in May ; aud the town council elect a High Con- , 
stable, whose duty it is to give notice of the annual elections, 
and superintend the same. 

The following persons compose the Borough Officers for the 
official year ending in May, 1841. — CMefBurgea», Georg« W. 
Spayd. Jiasktant Burgess^ David McKnigbt. Tinvn Council, 
John S. Hiester, PresH, Hiester H. Muhlenberg, SamM Myers, 
William Peacock, John Malzberger, Henry Schooner, William 
Strong^ Henry Conrad, John Printz. TVeasurer, William 
Ermentrout. Town Ckrky Henry Felix. High Constable, 
Henry Boyer. 

All citizens of the borough who have resided therein one 
year, and are qualified to vote for members of the Geneva! As- 
sembly, are entitled to 'vote at the annual elections of borougli 
officers. 

The borough is divided into two Election Wards, separated 
by Penn street, and called North and South Wards. 

Watchman^ — Owing to the frequent occurrence of fires in the 
night time, supposed to be the work of incendiaries, a suitable 
night-watch was established in the borough ab©ut two years 
ago. They are armed with authority for the suppression of 
riots and disturbances, and the apprehension of suspicious or 
disorderly persons. Therr duties, one of which is to cry the 
hours, commence at nine o'clock and continue through ih^ 
night. 

Fire Companies. 

There are few towns or cities where property is better secur- 
ed from destruction by fire, than in Reading. A large portion 
of our most active and valuable young men have enrolled their 
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hames as lite men, with no other inducement but their own pub- 
lic spirit and ambition for usefulness, to assume the arduous 
Suites of this station. The various companies consequently 
are strong in numbers, and efficient. They ate generally pro- 
vided with engii^e^ a*d apj^atattis of excellent quality. The 
*'Never-Sink," an engine lately purchased by the company 
bearing that name, is large and poweiful, and very beautifnl. 
There are eighteen Jire plugs at the most suitable points of the 
borough, so that water may be conveyed by means of hose to 
every part of the town ; and since the construction of the Water 
Company's large reservoir, which is kept filled as a provision 
in case of fire, an abundant supply may always be relied upon. 
The following is a list of the different fire companies — ^The 
Never SIiSl, the Junior Engine, the Rain Bow, and Reading 
Hose Companies, 'befton^ng to each of which is a Hose Car- 
riage and sufficient hose. There is also a Hook and Ladde^ 
Company, and a Protection Company. 

Military Officers and Companies. 

General Officers.-^Gec/tge M. Keim, Major Gieneral of the 
SSixth Division of the Pennsylvania Mrlitia. 

William Riley and Alexander P. Miller. Aids. 

William High, Brigadier General of the Second Brigade 
iSixth Division. 

William H. Keim, Aid-de-camp. * 

John ScWartt^ Brigade Major. 

Jacob Shilling, Qtiarter Master. 

Jeremiah Shappell, Brigade Inspector. 

Officers of the 53d Regiment, 2d. Brigade, 6th Division, F. J/. 

Hugh Lindsay, Coionel. C. Feger Jackson, Adjutant. 

Jdlin H. Keim* Lt. Colonel. Sanniel Beard-, Quarter Master. 

John Ebner, M^or 1st Bat. John Boyer, Sergeant Major. 
. D. Gring, Jt. Maj. ^d Bat. Wm. Wunder,.Q. Master Serg. 

Alex. H. Witman, Surgeon. George Drenkle^ Fife Major. 
Henry Hoiiiaii« Drum Maj^. 

W. Hibsham and John G. Marshall, Swrgewi^s Mates. 
s2 
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The Reading Artillery Company is composed of 83 active 
membeis. 

Captain, William Strong. 2d Lieut., Henry Row. 
1 St Lieutenant, C.F.Jackson. 3d Lieut., John Goodhart. 
The Light Infantry Company of Washington Greys, con^ 
tains 59 members. 

Captain, Wm. H. Kerm. 3d Li«ut., F. B^Sehoener. 

Ist Lieut.^ Geo. W. Oakley. Ensign, Geo^ E. Ludwig. 
2d Lient., Darid McKnight. 
The Beading Troop, contains 40 members. 
Capt., John W. Burkhart. 2d Lieut., John H. Moore^ 

1st Lieut., John Price. Comet, Jeremiah Coller. 



CHAPTER XIL 

MsSCELLiSlfEOVS MaTTERS — CONCLUSION. 

Having travelled through the course marked out for myself 
in the plan of the book, I find a little bundle of forlorn Items 
upon my hands, which, though not entirelydeficient in interest, 
failed of seeurrng for themselves a lodgment by the way; and 
in order ^at they may not be utterly lost, I have concluded to 
give them iT chapter by themselves. 

Old Berks was erected into a county, and Reading establish- 
ed as the county-seat, in the year of grace one thousand seven 
hundred and fifty-two. The first Zked wa» recorded in the of. 
fiee, November the seventeeth, and the fiist Wilij November 
the twenty-ninth of that year ; and to compkte the honors of 
the new county, a lawsuit was instituted about tbe same time. 

Here i\»lkw some records of the doings of His Majesty 
George the Thir4*S J«$tices of the peace. 
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*'Berk8 CouNry* 

To one of ye Constables of Reading. 
Henry Christ Subpoena Philip Adam Klauser and Joseph. 
Seal SoUenberger of ye township of Bern, so that 

they be and appear before me and Wm. Reeser, on ye first 
day of September next at one of the clock in ye afternoon, then 
and there to give evidence in a certain dispute now depending 
before us and undetermined, between ye Lutheran and Reform:^ 
ed Congregations about Sanct. Michael's Church.— Hereqf^u ' 
are not to fail at your peril. Given under my hand and seal at 
Reading ye 27th day of August 1770. 

Henrv Christ. 
"Berks ss. 

J * o. Apprehend George Geisler, and bring him imme- 
diately before me, or the next Justice to ansr 
unto such mattrs and things, as on his Majesty's behalf shall 
be objected against him by Catharine Reese ; hereof fail not.— 
Given undr my hand and seal. Deer ye 26th 1770. 

James Diemer. 
To Samuel Jackson, Constable. 

That is the true magisterial style, and I have no doubt that 
between the Justice and Catharine Reese, poor George Geisler 
had a hard time of it. 

The following documents are interesting as illustrative of the 
times. 

"Ann appraisement of the goods late the property of Wm. 
Kees, taken in execution— -by Samuel Jackson, Constable. . 

Onegunn, 15s jBO 15s Od. 

One pair of Leather Breeches 15s 15 
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But see how they stript Samuel Pehart of the comfort^ of 
life. 
" A list of the goods taken in execution from Samuel De- 
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hart by the Constable, and appraised by us the subscribers as 

follows. Amity August 24th 1770, to wit- 
One coat 305 
One Jacket & trowsers 12s 
One rugg 5« 
One pillow 2s 

^£2 9 
I am not quite sure that Mr. Dehart would congratulate him- 
self that his bodi^ was left. 

A body of Hessian prisoners captured at Trenton in 1776, 
together with many British, and the principal Scotch Rc^alists' 
subdued and taken in North CaroUna, were brought to Read^ 
ing, and stationed in, a grove on the bank of the river Schuyl* 
kill, in the south part of the borough. In the fall of the same 
year they were removed to the hill, east of the town, which i^ 
called the *• Hessian camp" to this day. There they remained 
some time, and built themselves Huts in regular camp order, 
the greater part of which may be seen at the present day. 

The oldest houses standing In the borough are, tlie house of 
Widow Graeff, No. 134 East Penn Street, formerly.kept as a 
tavern ; the house of Daniel Graeff, No. 133 East Penn Street ; . I 

No. 158 in 8th St., between Penn and Washington, and the 
Spring Garden house. J 

The corner house occupied by Keim and Stichter, was built 
in the year 1765, by Conrad Wdiser the Indian Interpreter and 
Agent For Government, and wm for many years occupied as a 
wigwam, where many tribes i^et for treaty, &c. 

The first coal stove waa( introduced into use in {leading in 
1 8 12, by William StaKlet And &e first Stone coal was brough t 
into town about the same time by Marks John Biddle, £!s(^' 

Reading has, on two or three occasions, sustained considera^ 
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We damage from the freshets in the river Schuylkill. The most 
remarkable freshets were in the years, 1786, 1822, 1839 and 
1841. The following statement of their comparative height, 
was made out by Peter Strohecker. 

The freshet on the 21st of February, 1822, was six feet ten 
inches less than in 1786 ; January 25^ 1839, it was four feet 
2^ inches less than in 1786; January 8, 1841, it was 1 foot 
6 inched less than In 1786. In 1839, it was two feet 6 ioches 
higher than in 1822; in 1841, it was 2 feet 8| inches higher 
than in 1839, taken from marks made in Messersmith's (now 
B. Keim's) fulling mill. 

In 1841, the riv6r rose 19 feet 1^ inches above low water 
mark; in 1786, 20 feet 7^ inches. 

Friendly reader, my task is donc—^and thine alse, if thou hast 
read faithfully ; if not, a second peruflal is modestly recommend- 
ed : And now, from famine, floods, and folly, may Providence 
gnd prudence preserve thee ! 
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